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By Woof Woof-Howl 

On Wednesday January 20, 2016 the 
Alameda County District Attorney’s Office (DA) 
issued arrest warrants for 4 organizers working 
with the non-profit Land Action. The 
organizers, now being called The Land Action 


the property. However, the DA broke the 
agreement and arrested Xu as he was 
removing the last of his belongings from the 
property. Arrest warrants were issued for Wren 
Hyde, Kelly Jewett, and Steven DeCaprio; 
none of whom were physically on the property 
at the time the warrant was issued. 

Several neighbors said no one had entered 
the house since 2010. According to the 
prosecution's official complaint, the owner of 
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By Winter Oak / the Acorn (w / Slingshot edits) 

The spirit of resistance has captured the 
imagination of a new generation in France, as 
youth-led opposition to neoliberal labor 
“reforms" has spiraled into full-on rejection of 
the whole capitalist system on the street and in 
the squares. While in the US the 99%, faced 
with decades of declining wages and economic 
stratification are either rallying around “great 
hopes” offered by electoral politics or 
degenerating into racism, immigrant bashing 
and fear — in France ’seizing the fucking 
streets offers a better alternative. 

After a general strike and day of action on 
March 31 there was a call for people not to go 
home afterwards but to stay on the streets, 
beginning a wave of overnight “Nuit Debout” 
(night stand) occupations that have spread 
from Paris across France, Spain, Belgium and 
Germany. The March 31 “moment” has been 
symbolically extended by the renaming of the 


leaders and no demands. Rather, people have 
formed general assemblies to discuss issues 
and decide policies. The occupations have set 
up kitchens, medical services, gardens and 
libraries. On the morning of April 11, police 
moved in and cleared the camp at the Place 
de la Republique in central Paris, but 
thousands of people returned and re- 
established the occupation that night. As 
Slingshot goes to press there are actions in 60 
French cities with plans for another general 
strike on April 28. 

On Tuesday March 36 (April 5 in the old 
pre-revolutionary calendar) there was a 
massive turn-out on the streets all over 
France, with increased police violence and 
defiant resistance. In Paris police fired tear 
gas and charged the crowds of youngsters 
who countered with stones, glass bottles and 
eggs, chanting “police everywhere, justice 
nowhere!" and "everybody hates the police!" 
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By Woof Woof-Howl 

On Wednesday January 20, 2016 the 
Alameda County District Attorney's Office (DA) 
issued arrest warrants for 4 organizers working 
with the non-profit Land Action. The 
organizers, now being called The Land Action 
4, face 7 criminal charges-3 of which are 
felonies, up to 8.5 years imprisonment, and 
$89,000 in fines. Among the allegations is that 
these organizers were involved in a 
“Conspiracy to Trespass,” a common charge 
used to target civil rights organizers. 

The organizers are being charged for their 
involvement in the occupation of an 
abandoned house in the Cleveland Heights 
neighborhood near Lake Merritt in Oakland, 
CA. Two of the defendants, Patrick Xu and 
Wren Hyde, were the on-site property 
managers on behalf of Land Action. The 
occupation began in mid-September of 2015, 
and for the next 3 months the occupants made 
multiple improvements to the property. On 
December 17th the owner of record noticed 
the occupants, and through a family 
connection to the DA's office, petitioned the 
DA to intercede on the owner's behalf. 
Subsequently, in negotiations with an agent of 
the DA, the occupants agreed to move out of 
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the property. However, the DA broke the 
agreement and arrested Xu as he was 
removing the last of his belongings from the 
property. Arrest warrants were issued for Wren 
Hyde, Kelly Jewett, and Steven DeCaprio; 
none of whom were physically on the property 
at the time the warrant was issued. 

Several neighbors said no one had entered 
the house since 2010. According to the 
prosecution's official complaint, the owner of 
record admitted to not having lived in the 
house since 2003. Over the years, the sagging 
foundation has caused exterior wails to buckle 
and shear, creating large cracks in the stucco 
that collect rain during storms. At the time of 
the occupation, the property had accumulated 
5 years of unpaid back taxes, which made it 
eligible for tax foreclosure. Land Action was 
preparing to take ownership of the property via 
the legal doctrine of Adverse Possession, 
a.k.a. "squatting to own,” by filing certain 
documents with the Alameda County tax 
assessor. After discovering the occupation, the 
owner payed the most recent fiscal year's 
taxes, leaving $45K still unpaid as of this 
article's publication. 

Hundreds of abandoned/vacant properties 
have been occupied in the Bay Area in recent 
decades. Disputes over these properties 

N Continued on page 4 
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By Winter Oak / the Acorn (w / Slingshot edits) 
The spirit of resistance has captured the 
imagination of a new generation in France, as 
youth-led opposition to neoliberal labor 
“reforms" has spiraled into full-on rejection of 
the whole capitalist system on the street and in 
the squares. While in the US the 99%, faced 
with decades of declining wages and economic 
stratification are either rallying around “great 
hopes” offered by electoral politics or 
degenerating into racism, immigrant bashing 
and fear — in France "seizing the fucking 
streets offers a better alternative. 

After a general strike and day of action on 
March 31 there was a call for people not to go 
home afterwards but to stay on the streets, 
beginning a wave of overnight “Nuit Debout’’ 
(night stand) occupations that have spread 
from Paris across France, Spain, Belgium and 
Germany. The March 31 “moment” has been 
symbolically extended by the renaming of the 
days following the day of action: March 32, 
March 33 and so on. “According to the 
nuitdeboutistes, time froze when their 
meetings began on March 31.” 

Similar to Occupy Wall Street and the 
Indignados in Spain, Nuit Debout has no 


leaders and no demands. Rather, people have 
formed general assemblies to discuss issues 
and decide policies. The occupations have set 
up kitchens, medical services, gardens and 
libraries. On the morning of April 11, police 
moved in and cleared the camp at the Place 
de la Republique in central Paris, but 
thousands of people returned and re- 
established the occupation that night. As 
Slingshot goes to press there are actions in 60 
French cities with plans for another general 
strike on April 28. 

On Tuesday March 36 (April 5 in the old 
pre-revolutionary calendar) there was a 
massive turn-out on the streets all over 
France, with increased police violence and 
defiant resistance. In Paris police fired tear 
gas and charged the ..crowds of youngsters 
who countered with stones, glass bottles and 
eggs, chanting “police everywhere, justice 
nowhere!" and "everybody hates the police!" 
Police arrested 130 students, leading to an 
evening protest outside a police station 
involving hundreds of people and more 
clashes. 

In Marseilles people blocked a freeway 
throwing traffic into chaos and the offices of 

Continued on page 14 
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By P. Wingnut 

To inform and encourage mass protests of 
the mainstream party conventions this 
summer, following is an account of my 
experience protesting at the 2000 Democratic 
Convention in LA. Slingshot is publishing 
several accounts of past convention protests 
on pages 10-12. This isn't meant to be just 
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which is always a good thing. Street chaos is 
exciting, empowering and it exposes the 
violence inherent in the system. I tend to think 
that a riot organizes more people than 10,000 
fliers. Most people understand that they are 
oppressed and inherently connect with 
ruptures in acceptance of this shit. 

The convention was just an excuse — which 
is what it ought to be in 2016, too. The two 
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$89,000 in fines. Among the allegations is that 
these organizers were involved in a 
“Conspiracy to Trespass,” a common charge 
used to target civil rights organizers. 

The organizers are being charged for their 
involvement in the occupation of an 

abandoned house in the Cleveland Heights 
neighborhood near Lake Merritt in Oakland, 
CA. Two of the defendants, Patrick Xu and 
Wren Hyde, were the on-site property 
managers on behalf of Land Action. The 
occupation began in mid-September of 2015, 
and for the next 3 months the occupants made 
multiple improvements to the property. On 
December 17th the owner of record noticed 
the occupants, and through a family 

connection to the DA's office, petitioned the 
DA to intercede on the owner's behalf. 
Subsequently, in negotiations with an agent of 
the DA, the occupants agreed to move out of 


and shear, creating large cracks in the stucco 
that collect rain during storms. At the time of 
the occupation, the property had accumulated 
5 years of unpaid back taxes, which made it 
eligible for tax foreclosure. Land Action was 
preparing to take ownership of the property via 
the legal doctrine of Adverse Possession, 
a.k.a. “squatting to own,” by filing certain 
documents with the Alameda County tax 
assessor. After discovering the occupation, the 
owner payed the most recent fiscal year's 
taxes, leaving $45K still unpaid as of this 
article's publication. 

Hundreds of abandoned/vacant properties 
have been occupied in the Bay Area in recent 
decades. Disputes over these properties 
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By P. Wingnut 

To inform and encourage mass protests of 
the mainstream party conventions this 
summer, following is an account of my 
experience protesting at the 2000 Democratic 
Convention in LA. Slingshot is publishing 
several accounts of past convention protests 
on pages 10-12. This isn't meant to be just 
nostalgia. What we need are lessons about 
what might work this year plus inspiration to 
get ourselves off facebook and out into the 
streets. When so many people are seduced 
by the empty promises of electoral politics, 
action is particularly crucial. 

Direct action during an election year isn't 
just about the conventions. Black Lives Matter- 
inspired protests are popping up everywhere 
and are powerful because they are focused on 
local police killings. Or what about the 
hundreds who were arrested trying to shatter 
the collective stupor during Democracy Spring 
protests in Washington, DC.? And from May 4- 
15, thousands will blockade fossil fuel 
infrastructure in support of a just transition to 
renewable energy during the Break Free 
protests. Resistance outside and against the 
system is where the action is. 

When I think back to the 2000 DNC, I want 
to start off by admitting that I went mostly for 


the spectacle and the idea of street action — 
which is always a good thing. Street chaos is 
exciting, empowering and it exposes the 
violence inherent in the system. I tend to think 
that a riot organizes more people than 10,000 
fliers. Most people understand that they are 
oppressed and inherently connect with 
ruptures in acceptance of this shit. 

The convention was just an excuse — which 
is what it ought to be in 2016, too. The two 
party system stopped bothering me years ago 

— it is a part of the mainstream reality along 
with freeways, corporate food, soulless jobs, 
climate change, meaninglessness and 
ugliness. Electoral politics aren't better or all 
that much worse than the things listed above 

— the shit is all terrible. To stay sane and 
happy, I ignore as much as I can, refuse to 
participate if possible, and do what I can to 
fight and undermine this horrible reality. 

The electoral system is a distraction from 
the real forces that shape the world — 
capitalism and techno/materialism. Don't 
believe the hype! Electing someone “better” to 
lead a fundamentally bankrupt system is as 
meaningless as thinking you can reform 
consumerism buying the right thing or defeat 
the employment system by joining a union 

This year, racist violence associated with 
the election is boiling right below the surface 

— and many are concerned that bringing 

Continued on page 10 
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Slingshot is an independent radical newspaper 
published in Berkeley since 1988. 

There were moments when it looked like this 
issue would be canceled. Rather than bore you 
or ourselves with all the details, it is worth 
articulating why the paper keeps coming out 
despite all the obstacles and evidence that we 
should just give up and throw in the towel. 

To live well, you must come to terms with your 
own mortality. If you woke up focused on the 
reality that “I will soon be dead forever” how 
would you have energy to make your oatmeal? 

Similarly, resistance to the capitalist monster 
that is daily destroying the earth is a pre- 
condition for freedom, for being able to see 
reality clearly, for having fun and for being able to 
love. Being in Slingshot collective is one of the 
ways we fight the system. It keeps us sane and 
that keeps us alive — not walking dead 
employees / consumers who are just going 
through the motions. 

There are a lot of articles about protests and 
riots in this issue because having these 
experiences has been transformative for us. Like 
taking LSD or falling in love or becoming a 
parent, going beyond talking and actually 
standing up to fight the system changes you 
forever. Afterwards, you know on a gut level that 
the system is fucked, that mainstream options 
aren't the only way, and that anytime enough 
people stand to fight, we can win. Once you 
know all that, you can’t just turn it off and just go 
along with it anymore. Once you've been 
handcuffed or seen your garden or your squat 
seized or watched chainsaws take down a forest, 
you're always a member of the rebel alliance and 
the force will be with you. 

There are many ways people struggle for a 
better world. As individuals, we're small and 
isolated. But being an individual is also a 
strength because on an individual level, you're 
free. No matter how top-down and micro- 
managed the world becomes, you still control 
your own decisions and you still have your own 
creativity. It’s up to each of us to refuse the 
boxes the system wants to force us into and the 
rules we never agreed to. 

And while we might be weak individually, we 
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Compiled by Jesse D. Palmer 

Here are some new radical community 
spaces we’ve learned about, plus updates to 
information published in the 2016 Slingshot 
Organizer. We collect info about these spaces 
not just so you can have a swell road trip this 
summer, but because autonomous, public 
radical spaces are an important tool in building 
the personal communities of trust, cooperation 
and love that are essential in fighting the grim 
forces of capitalism and building a livable 
world. DIY projects, independent art and 
music venues and other collective efforts are 
worthwhile on their own, but even more 
importantly they are where we meet others and 
make connections. 

In many cases, such spaces are one of the 
only ways new people who want to join the 
radical “scene” can plug in, because all too 
often our projects are limited by their 
grounding in cliques and closed friendship 
circles. New connections people make at these 
spaces last and continue to expand for years. 

In a way, radical spaces can be like the best 
part of an Occupy camp where there is a lot of 
cross-pollination between different types of 
people. And yes, like Occupy, these spaces 
can be fucking frustrating — sometimes all-too 
fragile and temporary. Sometimes they are 
disorganized, dominated by a few people, or 
subject to disruption by dysfunctional people. 
But claiming physical space is necessary if we 
really want to grow the resistance. And with all 
the frustration, there's also a lot of space for 
experimentation, creativity, learning and 
growth. If you have any info about other 
spaces we don’t know about or have 
corrections for the 2017 Organizer, send them 
to us by July 29. We try to update the 
information on-line at slingshot. tao.ca/contacts. 


The Universe Building - Detroit, Ml 

A collectively operated safe space that hosts 
art events, movies, a weekly community 
gathering / concert on Friday night, campfires, 
maker activities, and drum circles. They write: 
“Universal Intentional Organization is a 
grassroots movement of revitalization in 
community through cooperation & volunteer 
beautification work to restore & utilize 
abandoned, condemned or vacant space for 
intentional living along with the facilitation of 
cultural happenings & events, workshops & 
education for teaching independence to one 
another through environmental sustainability, 
permaculture knowledge & eco-friendly co- 
creation of our collective.” 1 E Montana, Detroit 


48203 734417-9233 / 616-570-1459 
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Third Space Art Collective - Davis, 
CA 

A DIY all-ages art, music and performance 
space. 946 Olive Drive, Davis, CA 95616. 
thirdspacedavis.com 
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Quincy Natural Foods Coop - 
Quincy, CA 

A food coop in a small town in the beautiful 
Feather River canyon that is a community 
gathering spot. 269 Main St. Quincy, CA 
95971. 530-283-3528. (Note: it is near the 
famous railroad-geek attraction the Keddie 
Wye bridge.) They also have a location in 
Portaola at 60 North Pine St. Portola, CA 
96122 530-832-1642. 
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VerdEnergia Pacifica - San Jose, 
Costa Rica 

A cooperatively owned permaculture 
community and reforestation project in the 
mountains of Lanas de Puriscal, Costa Rica. 
They have been working to repair destroyed 
cattle land into a food forest in one of the most 
de-forested areas in the country. They are an 
educational/volunteer center and also offer 
permaculture classes. Please contact them 


employees / consumers who are just going 
through the motions. 

There are a lot of articles about protests and 
riots in this issue because having these 
experiences has been transformative for us. Like 
taking LSD or falling in love or becoming a 
parent, going beyond talking and actually 
standing up to fight the system changes you 
forever. Afterwards, you know on a gut level that 
the system is fucked, that mainstream options 
aren't the only way, and that anytime enough 
people stand to fight, we can win. Once you 
know all that, you can’t just turn it off and just go 
along with it anymore. Once you've been 
handcuffed or seen your garden or your squat 
seized or watched chainsaws take down a forest, 
you're always a member of the rebel alliance and 
the force will be with you. 

There are many ways people struggle for a 
better world. As individuals, we're small and 
isolated. But being an individual is also a 
strength because on an individual level, you're 
free. No matter how top-down and micro- 
managed the world becomes, you still control 
your own decisions and you still have your own 
creativity. It’s up to each of us to refuse the 
boxes the system wants to force us into and the 
rules we never agreed to. 

And while we might be weak individually, we 
can cooperate with others to create communities 
of resistance. These can be the bridge from 
powerlessness to creating spaces where we're 
free to do as we please. 

Let's not sugarcoat it: the world is going to hell 
in a handbasket. But that isn't the end of the 
story — life is still full of exciting opportunities 
even in the face all the eco-destruction, war, 
racism, refugees, income stratification, gentrifica- 
tion and the boring, sanitized, managed world. 

It is precisely because everything we care 
about is so at risk — we’re being priced out of 
town, we’re being poisoned, our lives and 
freedom may be taken from us at any moment — 
that the moments of beauty and love that we still 
experience every day are all the more poignant. 

In the whole universe, there is nothing like the 
feeling of biting into a ripe peach. Or sinking into 
someone’s warm arms. Or seeing the clouds in 
the sky. The corporations and the cops and the 
fucking freeways are puny, temporary, and 
ridiculous compared to the things that really 
matter. 

There are many ways to respond to all of 
these intense paradoxes, and Slingshot is one of 
ours. Won't you join us? 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 


worthwhile on their own, but even more 
importantly they are where we meet others and 
make connections. 

In many cases, such spaces are one of the 
only ways new people who want to join the 
radical “scene” can plug in, because all too 
often our projects are limited by their 
grounding in cliques and closed friendship 
circles. New connections people make at these 
spaces last and continue to expand for years. 

In a way, radical spaces can be like the best 
part of an Occupy camp where there is a lot of 
cross-pollination between different types of 
people. And yes, like Occupy, these spaces 
can be fucking frustrating — sometimes all-too 
fragile and temporary. Sometimes they are 
disorganized, dominated by a few people, or 
subject to disruption by dysfunctional people. 
But claiming physical space is necessary if we 
really want to grow the resistance. And with all 
the frustration, there's also a lot of space for 
experimentation, creativity, learning and 
growth. If you have any info about other 
spaces we don't know about or have 
corrections for the 2017 Organizer, send them 
to us by July 29. We try to update the 
information on-line at slingshot.tao.ca/contacts. 



Flyover Infoshop - Carbondale, IL 

A one year old space with a stage, free zine 
library, a lending library, a kitchen made from 
scrap and salvaged items and the Carbondale 
Tool Lending Library which hosts classes. 
They host sewing workshops, jam nights, letter 
writing for prisoners, political reading groups, 


consent discussions, free massages, political 
presentations, community meals, parties, and 
training sessions. They also planted an 
organic vegetable garden in the abandoned 
lots across the street. The space is “founded 
on anarchist principles ... an environment 
where no one has power over anyone else.” 
Across the street is also St. Shoe Shine, a 
store that employs formerly incarcerated folks 
and the newly opened Center for 
Empowerment and Justice that seeks to 
become a community space and currently 
focuses on getting legal and material aid to 
formerly incarcerated folks and families of 
currently incarcerated folks. 214 N Washington 
St. in Carbondale, IL 62901 
flyoverinfoshop.org. ^ 
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another through environmental sustainability, 
permaculture knowledge & eco-friendly co- 
creation of our collective." 1 E Montana, Detroit 
48203 734-417-9233 / 616-570-1459 
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Common Gardens (AKA People's 
Republic of Ketmora AKA West 
Driftless Church of the Flying 
Spaghetti monster) - Dane, Wl 

A large farm that hosts collectives and 
cooperatives and promotes art, radical 
feminism and agricultural innovation. They are 
training a new generation of farmers and work 
with local restaurants and food banks to build 
food security and food sovereignty. They host 
events with bands, brewers and speakers who 
address issues from homelessness to hunger 
to youth incarceration. They have space for 
Wwoofers, couch surfers and friends. 6389 
Rimmel Ct. Dane Wl, 53529, 
commongardens@gmail.com 608-849-7739 
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Quincy Natural Foods Coop - 
Quincy, CA 


A food coop in a small town in the beautiful 
Feather River canyon that is a community 
gathering spot. 269 Main St. Quincy, CA 
95971. 530-283-3528. (Note: it is near the 
famous railroad-geek attraction the Keddie 
Wye bridge.) They also have a location in 
Portaola at 60 North Pine St. Portola, CA 


96122 530-832-1642. 



VerdEnergia Pacifica - San Jose, 
Costa Rica 

A cooperatively owned permaculture 
community and reforestation project in the 
mountains of Lanas de Puriscal, Costa Rica. 
They have been working to repair destroyed 
cattle land into a food forest in one of the most 
de-forested areas in the country. They are an 
educational/volunteer center and also offer 
permaculture classes. Please contact them 
before visiting - no drop-ins, please. 500 
metros oeste de la escuela en Lanas, 
Mercedes Sur #2, Puriscal, San Jose Costa 
Rica. Verdenergia.org 



Corrections to the 2016 Slingshot 
Organizer 


• The new address for Sopo Bicycle 
Cooperative is 1270 Caroline St NE, Ste D120- 
392 Atlanta, GA 30307. 

• Power U Center in Miami, FL moved - their 
new address is 745 NW 54th St Miami, FL 
33127 305-576-7449 info@poweru.org. 

• AK Press has moved. Their new address is 
370 Ryan Avenue, Unit 100 Chico, CA 95973. 

• The North Country Food Alliance moved to 2 
East Franklin Ave, Suite #1, Minneapolis, MN 
55404. It's also the union hall for the Twin 
Cities Industrial Workers of the World. 

• The Wingnut Anarchist Collective in 
Richmond. VA no lonaer exists 


powerlessness to creating spaces where we're 
free to do as we please. 

Let's not sugarcoat it: the world is going to hell 
in a handbasket. But that isn't the end of the 
story — life is still full of exciting opportunities 
even in the face all the eco-destruction, war, 
racism, refugees, income stratification, gentrifica- 
tion and the boring, sanitized, managed world. 

It is precisely because everything we care 
about is so at risk — we’re being priced out of 
town, we’re being poisoned, our lives and 
freedom may be taken from us at any moment — 
that the moments of beauty and love that we still 
experience every day are all the more poignant. 
In the whole universe, there is nothing like the 
feeling of biting into a ripe peach. Or sinking into 
someone’s warm arms. Or seeing the clouds in 
the sky. The corporations and the cops and the 
fucking freeways are puny, temporary, and 
ridiculous compared to the things that really 
matter. 

There are many ways to respond to all of 
these intense paradoxes, and Slingshot is one of 
ours. Won't you join us? 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors, etc. to make this paper. If you send an 
article, please be open to editing. 

We’re a collective but not all the articles reflect 
the opinions of all collective members. We welcome 
debate and constructive criticism. 

Thanks to the people who made this: A. Iwasa, 
Ash, Dov, Eggplant, Elke, Fern, Isabel, Jesse, 
Kermit, Kerry Liz, Korvin, Larry, Lew, Max, Patrick, 
Peter, and all the authors and artists! 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved with 
Slingshot can come to the new volunteer meeting 
on August 21, 2016 at 7 pm at the Long Haul in 
Berkeley (see below.) 

Article Deadline & Next Issue Date 

Submit your articles for issue 122 by September 
17, 2016 at 3 pm. 

Volume 1, Number 121, Circulation 22,000 
Printed April 22, 2016 

Slingshot Newspaper 

A publication of Long Haul 
Office: 3124 Shattuck Avenue Berkeley CA 94705 

Mailing: PO Box 3051, Berkeley, CA 94703 

Phone (510) 540-0751 • slingshot@tao.ca 

slingshot.tao.ca • twitter @sling$hotnews 


Flyover Infoshop - Carbondale, IL 

A one year old space with a stage, free zine 
library, a lending library, a kitchen made from 
scrap and salvaged items and the Carbondale 
Tool Lending Library which hosts classes. 
They host sewing workshops, jam nights, letter 
writing for prisoners, political reading groups, 
consent discussions, free massages, political 
presentations, community meals, parties, and 
training sessions. They also planted an 
organic vegetable garden in the abandoned 
lots across the street. The space is “founded 
on anarchist principles ... an environment 
where no one has power over anyone else.” 
Across the street is also St. Shoe Shine, a 
store that employs formerly incarcerated folks 
and the newly opened Center for 
Empowerment and Justice that seeks to 
become a community space and currently 
focuses on getting legal and material aid to 
formerly incarcerated folks and families of 
currently incarcerated folks. 214 N Washington 
St. in Carbondale, IL 62901 
flyoverinfoshop.org. 



Bridgetown DIY - La Puente, CA 

A DIY collectively operated zine library, lending 
library and meeting space that hosts shows, 
meetings, movies, dance classes, art classes, 
workshops, speakers and art shows. (They've 
been operating a ton of interesting events for 3 
years and it seems like Slingshot fucked up for 
not listing them sooner. Sorry.) 1421 Valinda 
Ave., La Puente, CA 91744 facebook.com 
bridgetowndiy 


Savannah Tribe Intentional 
Community - Savannah, GA 

An intentional community and safe space that 
hosts gardening and alternative living 
experiments, a Sunday cafe, workshops, Food 
Not Bombs, and couch surfers. 631 West 
37th St., Savannah, GA 93415 912-999-6988 


Common Gardens (AKA People s 
Republic of Ketmora AKA West 
Driftless Church of the Flying 
Spaghetti monster) - Dane, Wl 

A large farm that hosts collectives and 
cooperatives and promotes art, radical 
feminism and agricultural innovation. They are 
training a new generation of farmers and work 
with local restaurants and food banks to build 
food security and food sovereignty. They host 
events with bands, brewers and speakers who 
address issues from homelessness to hunger 
to youth incarceration. They have space for 
Wwoofers, couch surfers and friends. 6389 
Rimmel Ct. Dane Wl, 53529, 
commongardens@gmail.com 608-849-7739 



Quercus Community - Richmond, 


VA 


Located at the former home of the Wingnut 
Anarchist Collective, the project hosts music 
and DIY events as well as Food Not Bombs 
cooking. They describe themselves as an 
“egalitarian, income-sharing community” that is 
“dedicated to ecological conservation, social 
justice, personal growth, and leading lives of 
beauty, agency, and fun.” 2005 Barton, 
Richmond, VA 23222 quercus.richmond@ 
gmail.com 


Vortex Coffee and Drinks Co-op at 
Donut Panic - San Diego, CA 


A radical worker cooperative space that is 
vegan friendly with a small zine library. They 
say they are “a nexus for nourishment and 
finding other rad spaces in San Diego." 6171 
Mission Gorge Rd., #113, San Diego, CA 



Mercedes Sur #2, Puriscal, San Jose Costa 
Rica. Verdenergia.org 



Corrections to the 2016 Slingshot 
Organizer 

• The new address for Sopo Bicycle 
Cooperative is 1270 Caroline St NE, Ste D120- 
392 Atlanta, GA 30307. 

• Power U Center in Miami, FL moved - their 
new address is 745 NW 54th St Miami, FL 
33127 305-576-7449 info@poweru.org. 

• AK Press has moved. Their new address is 
370 Ryan Avenue, Unit 100 Chico, CA 95973. 

• The North Country Food Alliance moved to 2 
East Franklin Ave, Suite #1, Minneapolis, MN 
55404. It’s also the union hall for the Twin 
Cities Industrial Workers of the World. 

• The Wingnut Anarchist Collective in 
Richmond, VA no longer exists. 

• It appears the Heart of Art Gallery in Los 
Angeles, CA has lost their space. 

• We got mail returned from the Blood Orange 
Infoshop in Riverside, CA. It seems like the 
project changed to the Black and Brown 
Underground, but it is hard to tell if that is still 
operating - let us know if you know. 

• The Root Social Center in Brattleboro, VT 
hosts the Root Radical Lending Library which 
has its own projects, events, and website: 
therootsjclibrary.weebly.com 

• The mailing address for Durham Bike coop 
is PO Box 1225 Durham, NC 27701. 

• The Horn Of Plenty in Reservoir, Australia is 
now closed permanently. 

( Circulation information \ 

Subscriptions to Slignshot are free to prisoners, low 
income, or anyone in the USA with a Slingshot 
Organizer, or $1 per issue. International $3 per 
issue. Outside the Bay Area we’ll mail you a free 
stack of copies if you give them out for free. Say 
how many copies and how long you’ll be at your 
address. In the Bay Area pick up copies at Long 
_ Haul and Bound Together books, SF. 
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A group of Mexican campesinos, rural 
farmers, peacefully seized 200 hectares of a 
sugar cane plantation where many of their 
grandparents had worked since the mid 1900s 
in San Isidrio de los Laureles on December 20. 
Sugar cane work is brutally hard and dismally 
paid and the community surrounding the 
plantation has struggled with poverty for 
generations. The ranch named “El Refugio,” or 
“The Refuge” is located amidst very dry 
country toward the Pacific coast in Chiapas 
Mexico. The land, known as the “Blessed 
River," includes a natural spring from which 
clean, pure water gushes forth that is believed 
to be sacred and will bless children. 

Just a few years ago the owners of the 
ranch relaxed in their two pools filled with 
water from the Blessed River while the 
campesinos of San Isidro worked their sugar 
cane fields. After the land was seized, the 
children and grandchildren of those 
campesinos could finally swim in the cool, 
clean waters, playing and running with 
enthusiasm and energy. This new generation, 
their parents believe, will have access to a 
more dignified life with land to call their own. 

Despite living on the very fertile land that 
produced such profits for the owners, 
members of the San Isidrio community were 
unable to meet their families' basic needs. In 
an average eight hour day, they would earn 
60-80 pesos, or about 5 US dollars. Over the 
course of the last five years they began talking 
about how to change their situation, or as they 
like to say, how to take out the roots of the 
problem. They identified having access to land 
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They joined the organization Semilla 
Digna/Dignified Seed, became adherents of 
the EZLN Sixth Declaration from the 
Lancondon Jungle and aligned themselves 
with the National Congress of Indigenous 
Peoples (CNI). As an organization they 
believe that land belongs to those who work it 
and that the defense of Mother Earth is of 
utmost importance. They have taken part in 
workshops ranging from organic agriculture, to 
human rights, to participatory theater about 
illegal police detention. 

The land and community building project in 
San Isidrio at “The Refuge” is still a work in 
progress. They fear police repression and 
vigilante violence on the part of the owners but 
so far have been able to guard the ranch 
twenty-four hours a day. 
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In Their Own Words: From The 
Radio Zapatista Project: 

How do you feel being in control of land 
that your grandparents worked on? 

“Happy, content that our children will live more 

HinnifiaH ” 
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promise but they never deliver. So last year we 
decided to not vote... Sometimes the 
politicians bring programs but they don't get at 
the problem from the roots.” 

There is grafitti about taking care of the 
Earth. How do you view yourselves taking 
care of the Earth? 

“We have started a cooperative on some land, 
it is not much, about a half hectare, but we 
don’t use any petrochemicals. We use some 
fertilizer but it is organic and insecticide, well 
repellent, that is also natural.” 

Is there something else you’d like to tell us 
people in other places? 

“Well, that you are never alone. We are always 
organizing. And now may people get inspired 
to fight for their lands, for yourself, for your 
families, for our children. Fight together and 
organize together because alone we won’t 
achieve anything. But if we articulate that 
another world is possible, it depends on how 
many of us are ready to do lots of 
things... together.” 

To hear the full interview with community 
members of San Isidrio de los Laureles, go to 
Radio 

Zapatista : http://radiozapatista.org/?p=16211 
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clean, pure water gushes forth that is believed 
to be sacred and will bless children. 

Just a few years ago the owners of the 
ranch relaxed in their two pools filled with 
water from the Blessed River while the 
campesinos of San Isidro worked their sugar 
cane fields. After the land was seized, the 
children and grandchildren of those 

campesinos could finally swim in the cool, 
clean waters, playing and running with 
enthusiasm and energy. This new generation, 
their parents believe, will have access to a 
more dignified life with land to call their own. 

Despite living on the very fertile land that 
produced such profits for the owners, 
members of the San Isidrio community were 
unable to meet their families’ basic needs. In 
an average eight hour day, they would earn 
60-80 pesos, or about 5 US dollars. Over the 
course of the last five years they began talking 
about how to change their situation, or as they 
like to say, how to take out the roots of the 
problem. They identified having access to land 
as being a major goal. 

In 1994 there were widespread land 
recuperation projects successfully completed 
by the Zapatista National Liberation Army 
(Ejercito Zapatista Liberacion Nacional, EZLN). 
The EZLN used a strategy of training in secret, 
making surprise attacks on key land holdings 
and then quickly setting aside weapons to 
focus on founding self-governing systems, 
economic cooperatives, health clinics and 
schools. The watershed moment of 1994 
certainly reached the minds and hearts of San 
Isidrio campesinos but physically was far 
away. It would take another twenty-one years 
for them to take similar action. 


l he land and community Dunaing project in 
San Isidrio at “The Refuge” is still a work in 
progress. They fear police repression and 
vigilante violence on the part of the owners but 
so far have been able to guard the ranch 
twenty-four hours a day. 
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In Their Own Words: From The 
Radio Zapatista Project: 

How do you feel being in control of land 
that your grandparents worked on? 

“Happy, content that our children will live more 
dignified." 

When and how did you decide to take over 
this land? 

“Around 2010 we had a reawakening of 
consciousness and we said that since we’re 
from here then we should also defend the 
territory. It’s very integral there: there is water, 
trees, it is sacred land and so.. .we decided to 
recuperate the land. It’s not right that we have 
always been here but someone from outside 
comes in and buys what belongs to us.’’ 

What is your view of politicians? 

“Before, we let politicians deceive us. they said 
'if you vote, lots of things will change.’ But ...all 
they did was promise and promise and 


people in other places? 

“Well, that you are never alone. We are always 
organizing. And now may people get inspired 
to fight for their lands, for yourself, for your 
families, for our children. Fight together and 
organize together because alone we won’t 
achieve anything. But if we articulate that 
another world is possible, it depends on how 
many of us are ready to do lots of 
things.. .together.” 

To hear the full interview with community 
members of San Isidrio de los Laureles, go to 
Radio 

Zapatista: http://radiozapatista.org/7p- 1 62 1 1 





The Prison Ecology Project (PEP) 
addresses the intersection between the 
environment and incarceration. Initiated by 

Paul Wrinht of Pricon I anal Mauuc and tha 


maximum-security prison on top of a former 
mountaintop removal coal mine in Letcher 
County, Eastern Kentucky, an area surrounded 
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As of December 2015, the BOP got $400 
million approved for the prison’s construction. 
The newly formed Campaign to Fight Toxic 

Pri.oon.e /FTP^ is nrnanbina to ston the Letcher 


mass action on Monday the 13th. The 
gathering will put dual pressure on both the 
BOP and the EPA regarding the Kentucky 
Drison. and environmental justice issues 



recuperation projects successfully compietea 
by the Zapatista National Liberation Army 
(Ejercito Zapatista Liberacion Nacional, EZLN). 
The EZLN used a strategy of training in secret, 
making surprise attacks on key land holdings 
and then quickly setting aside weapons to 
focus on founding self-governing systems, 
economic cooperatives, health clinics and 
schools. The watershed moment of 1994 
certainly reached the minds and hearts of San 
Isidrio campesinos but physically was far 
away. It would take another twenty-one years 
for them to take similar action. 
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“Around 2010 we had a reawakening of 
consciousness and we said that since we’re 
from here then we should also defend the 
territory. It’s very integral there: there is water, 
trees, it is sacred land and so... we decided to 
recuperate the land. It’s not right that we have 
always been here but someone from outside 
comes in and buys what belongs to us." 

What is your view of politicians? 

“Before, we let politicians deceive us. they said 
‘if you vote, lots of things will change.’ But ...all 
they did was promise and promise and 




The Prison Ecology Project (PEP) 
addresses the intersection between the 
environment and incarceration. Initiated by 
Paul Wright of Prison Legal News and the 
Human Rights Defense Center, PEP seeks to 
bring environmental activists and the skill sets 
of the ecology movement to the struggle 
against the prison industry, prisoner's rights, 
criminal justice reform and prison abolition. 
PEP builds on the experience some radical 
environmental activists gained when we were 
either thrown in prison for eco-actions, or 
organized support for imprisoned activists. 
These experiences gave us an inside look at 
the prison epidemic in the US. With the steady 
stream of urban uprisings against the police 
state, there has never been a better time to 
organize at this intersection of ecology and 
incarceration. 

One way to accomplish this is to expose the 
stream of environmental and health violations 
flowing from overcrowded prisons around the 
country as a weak point in the system of mass 
incarceration. A prime example is the Bureau 
of Prisons (BOP) plans to build a massive 


maximum-security prison on top of a former 
mountaintop removal coal mine in Letcher 
County, Eastern Kentucky, an area surrounded 
by sludge ponds and coal processing and 
transport operations. This produces an 
environmental justice nightmare, where 
prisoners, who are disproportionately low- 
income and people of color, face toxic 
conditions behind bars. The prison site is a 
mile from a rare and biodiverse pocket of 
Eastern old-growth called the Lilley Cornett 
Woods. 
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As of December 2015, the BOP got $400 
million approved for the prison's construction. 
The newly formed Campaign to Fight Toxic 
Prisons (FTP) is organizing to stop the Letcher 
county prison and looking to grow a coalition of 
opposition. 

Stopping one prison is not a magic bullet to 
ending the US police state, the one that gave 
way to world’s largest prison nation and in turn 
serves as the apparatus of repression that 
keeps the planet shackled to industrial 
capitalism, but it's a pretty good place to build 
from. In particular, it is a powerful place that 
the environmental movement can express 
solidarity with the growing rage over the racist 
criminal justice system. 

PEP is helping to organize a convergence in 
support of eco-prisoners & against toxic 
prisons June 11-13 in Washington DC. For 
over a decade, June 11 has been a day of 
international solidarity events with 
environmentalists and anarchists imprisoned 
for their actions in defense of the Earth. The 
gathering will have networking, strategizing 
and organizing June 11/12, culminating with a 


mass action on Monday the 13th. The 
gathering will put dual pressure on both the 
BOP and the EPA regarding the Kentucky 
prison, and environmental justice issues 
related to prisoners in general, while 
continuing to fight for th e release of eco- 
prisoners in the spirit ot June 11th. We also 
.hope to see this effort build stronger bonds 
between the eco-defense movement and the 
movements against police and mass 
incarceration. 

For those interested, but can’t make it to 
D.C., the BOP has 5 regional offices or you 
can organize your own June 11 event 
anywhere. For more info, email 
FightToxicPrisons@gmail.com 




Wje^TBngSo^siimmef 2016 




#-ArtLM bA 
5aUATTlli6 
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generally remain in the civil realm. In the 
overwhelming majority of cases, the court rules 
in the title-holder's favor and the occupants are 
ordered to leave. Very rarely do they end with 
arrests, and never before have they resulted in 
felony charges. But this time, the DA has 
, pushed what has historically been considered 
a civil matter into criminal court. 

The DA is attempting to criminalize 
squatting, and with it, Adverse Possession, 
precisely because these tactics have been 
very effective here in the Bay. The squatters 
tty ripping 
holding us 




this fight is also about 
worth. 

To many people, the Alameda DA's actions 
may not seem so newsworthy given that the 
Bay Area is already one of the most expensive 
places on the planet. We already live under the 
boots of capital, so what difference does it 
make if squatting is legal or not? Whatever the 
outcome of this court case, I hope that you, 
dear Slingshot reader, will use this moment to 
remind your conventionally minded friends 
what's really at stake when the average citizen 
believes “housing should cost something." 

At the end of the Middle Ages in Europe, the 
old feudal order was crumbling under the 
pressure of popular uprisings. The princes, the 
religious authorities, and the new mercantile 
elite allied against the common people to 
devise new means of social control. Thus 
began a centuries-long campaign that robbed 
the peasantry of their land, especially their 
collectively held land, the proverbial village 

us from the land and 
apart, we become like a 


the land. Now, all over the world people 
believe land is a commodity to be bought and 
sold. A perverse “common sense” tells us that 
people don't have a basic right to shelter, that 
home is a place we must earn through a life- 
time of toil in service of capital interests. Let's 
remember how much bloodshed over centuries 
it took to condition people to believe that filthy, 
capitalist lie. 

So if anyone ever asks you, what's land 
worth? Maybe they're a landlord, and they 

a perverse sense” tfclls 

people donfi; have a basic right 
shelter, that home is a place we 
should earnk through a lifetime 
off toil in service of capital 
interests. 1 

want to know, is it worth... $1200 a month? Go 
ahead and ask them back, “how much 
will you pay me to keep your kidneys?” And 
they'll be very disturbed by that question -- 
they'll say, “listen, sicko. Why should I 
pay you for my kidneys?” Indeed, why? Who's 
got a gun to our heads, who's holding the very 


We must look to histbry in order to 
understand what it means when the average 
“freedom loving” American believes the 
property regime we live in is reasonable and 
natural. The Alameda County DA's attempt to 
criminalize squatting is just one more nail in 
the lid of a psychic coffin that has been 
centuries in the making. The ruling class has 
ripped us from the landscape so thoroughly 
that we’ve forgotten that we were once one 



thundercloud over a mountain, ready preconditions of life itself for ransom? It's the 


movement has provided safe haven to 
thousands of dissident voices over the years. 
During the Occupy encampments many 
activists were able to organize full-time 
because they lived in squats. Squatters have 
also posed a major obstacle to the widespread 
speculative practice of hoarding properties 
only to leave them empty and unused and 
thereby inflate housing prices. So we can read 
the DA's actions as a fairly bald-faced attempt 
at political repression. 


hurl millions of volts jvist t» 
bridge that gap* 

commons. By this bloody process of 
dispossession, the European peasantry was 
transformed into the worid's first modern 
landless population: they had been made into 
a dependent working class that had no choice 
but to accept the yoke of capital. 

In the birthplace of Capitalism land used to 
belong to everyone and everyone belonged to 


very definition of sick. And now you begin to 
see the level of depravity necessary to conduct 
the centuries-long campaign of dispossession 
that has produced the global landless. The 
depravity necessary for the IMF to conduct its 
programs of privatization in an effort to 
“develop" so called undeveloped territories. By 
ripping us from the land and holding us apart, 
we become like a thundercloud over a 
mountain, ready to hurl millions of volts just to 
bridae that aaD. 


organism - only then could the ruling class sell 
our own flesh back to us, by the pound and by 
the square foot. 

Whatever happens with this court case, 
remember that if you value liberty, land is 
beyond all price. So wherever you are, fuck 
capitalism, fuck privatization, fight the 
enclosures, and BRING BACK THE 
COMMONS. 

contribute to the Land Action 4 legal defense! 
https://www.gofundme.com/m3vz8wva 
Land Action is defending 3 tax-abandoned lots 
in Oakland under threat of being sold to 
developers. Come to one of their garden days 
to learn how to legally occupy tax-foreclosed 
property. Visit land-action.org for info about 
garden days and other events. 





arrests, and never before have they resulted in 
felony charges. But this time, the DA has 
, pushed what has historically been considered 
a civil matter into criminal court. 

The DA is attempting to criminalize 
squatting, and with it, Adverse Possession, 
precisely because these tactics have been 
very effective here in the Bay. The squatters 
"by ripping 
holding us 
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pressure of popular uprisings. The princes, the 
religious authorities, and the new mercantile 
elite allied against the common people to 
devise new means of social control. Thus 
began a centuries-long campaign that robbed 
the peasantry of their land, especially their 
collectively held land, the proverbial village 
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want to know, is it worth... $1200 a month? Go 
ahead and ask them back, “how much 
will you pay me to keep your kidneys?" And 
they’ll be very disturbed by that question - 
they’ll say, listen, sicko. Why should I 
pay you for my kidneys?” Indeed, why? Who’s 
got a gun to our heads, who’s holding the very 



thundercloud over a mountain, ready preconditions of life itself for ransom? It’s the 


movement has" provided safe haven to 
thousands of dissident voices over the years. 
During the Occupy encampments many 
activists were able to organize full-time 
because they lived in squats. Squatters have 
also posed a major obstacle to the widespread 
speculative practice of hoarding properties 
only to leave them empty and unused and 
thereby inflate housing prices. So we can read 
the DA’s actions as a fairly bald-faced attempt 
at political repression. 

But there’s more. Especially disturbing to 
the DA was Land Action's attempt to use the 
doctrine of Adverse Possession to claim 
ownership over a property without paying 
market value for it (This is a privilege local 
government would rather reserve for capitalists 
- see the 12th street remainder parcel; 
scandal, in which Oakland City Council tried toi 
give luxury condo developers an acre-sized 
lakefront parcel for well under market value, an 
action that the City's own Attorney declared 
was illegal). 

So the DA is acting on the commonly held, 
knee-jerk moral impulse that “housing should 
cost something.” The average person on the 
street is likely to tell you the same - if you 
don't pay for it, you don’t deserve it, and 
anyone who lives in a house for free must be 
either a parasite or a criminal - which means 
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commons. By this bloody process of 
dispossession, the European peasantry was 
transformed into the world's first modern 
landless population: they had been made into 
a dependent working class that had no choice 
but to accept the yoke of capital. 

In the birthplace of Capitalism land used to 
belong to everyone and everyone belonged to 


very definition of sick. And now you begin to 
see the level of depravity necessary to conduct 
the centuries-long campaign of dispossession 
that has produced the global landless. The 
depravity necessary for the IMF to conduct its 
programs of privatization in an effort to 
“develop” so called undeveloped territories. By 
ripping us from the land and holding us apart, 
we become like a thundercloud over a 
mountain, ready to hurl millions of volts just to 


organism - only then could the ruling class sell 
our own flesh back to us, by the pound and by 
the square foot. 

Whatever happens with this court case, 
remember that if you value liberty, land is 
beyond all price. So wherever you are, fuck 
capitalism, fuck privatization, fight the 
enclosures, and BRING BACK THE 
COMMONS. 

contribute to the Land Action 4 legal defense! 
https://www.gofundme.com/m3vz8wva 
Land Action is defending 3 tax-abandoned lots 
in Oakland under threat of being sold to 
developers. Come to one of their garden days 
to learn how to legally occupy tax-foreclosed 
property. Visit land-action.org for info about 
garden days and other events. 
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By Daddy LongShanks 
By the time Nosebleed squat started, I'd 
been houseless for almost two years and 
considered myself something of a pro-squatter. 
The upside of squatting is zero dollars rent and 
total freedom to spend your days as you 
please, free of indentured servitude to the 
corporate ogre; the downside is zero stability, 
frequent unplanned moves and occasional loss 
of possessions up to and including all of them. 
The average life-span of a squat in San 
Francisco, according to my Homes Not Jails 
cohorts, is three weeks; my own experience 
more or less confirms that statistic. Moving 
more than once a month adds up to plenty of 
stress on its own, but squatters have more to 
deal with: periodic confrontations with angry 
property owners, and police, who invariably 
take the gentry's side against their ragtag, 
would-be disseisors. 

The first night I stayed there, we agreed to 
set the roster at five, not to aonent an v mnrp 


Inspection documents we'd intercepted. This 
dampened any hopes for a long-term tenancy, 
though not completely: we'd all seen enough 
construction projects stall for long periods, 
sometimes indefinitely, for reasons one could 
only guess: owner moves or sells the' property, 
dies, runs out of money; plans delayed or 
derailed by permits, Planning Department 
bureaucracy, complaints from other 
homeowners, etc. Though hope was further 
eroded by the fact that The Great Recession 
was itself receding by this point (early 2013), 
and construction was starting to pick up again 
• all over the place. 

Water and power, at minimum, are 
considered necessary by self-respecting 
squatters for decent indoor living. In this 
respect, Nosebleed was a peach, boasting not 
only these baseline amenities but also a gas 
stove and furnace, working washer and dryer, 
and even hot running water — a rare luxury 


themselves. At that very moment, I could hear 
talking, loud as day, about strategies for 
dealing with cops if they showed up, and how 
we should fabricate and memorize a story so 
as not to be taken off guard or caught in a lie if 
owners or others came calling. 

I brought this up the next night, my second 
in the house. Again we stood in the kitchen 
eating dinner, by dint of no furniture so far. 
“You guys, we've gotta talk quieter,” I exhorted 
them. The response seemed to be a collective 
shrug. Not wanting to come off as a 
fussbudget, I didn't press the issue. After 
dinner, I took a hot shower, something I'd 
anticipated with relish all day. When I emerged 
a half hour later, steamy and well-scrubbed, I 
was in congenial spirits, starting to really look 
forward to this little house adventure and 
already feeling fondness for my surrogate 
squatter family. Wicked sugarplums were 
dancing in my head, of how cool and fun this 



doctrine of Adverse Possession to claim 
ownership over a property without paying 
market value for it (This is a privilege local 
government would rather reserve for capitalists 
- see the 12th street remainder parcel: 
scandal, in which Oakland City Council tried toi 
give luxury condo developers an acre-sized 
lakefront parcel for well under market value, an 
action that the City's own Attorney declared 
was illegal). 

So the DA is acting on the commonly held, 
knee-jerk moral impulse that “housing should 
cost something.” The average person on the 
street is likely to tell you the same - if you 
don't pay for it, you don’t deserve it, and 
anyone who lives in a house for free must be 
either a parasite or a criminal - which means 
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By A. Iwasa 

One of the little things that I think has improved 
my life over the last eight or so months has 
been making my own deodorant. I’ve 
experimented with a few different recipes, but 
am currently doing this: 

1 tablespoon of baking soda to 1 table spoon 
of organic coconut oil, smooshing them 
together and adding about 8 drops of tea tree 
oil per Vi cup or so. 

Not exactly science; since fall I’ve only been 
places where the coconut oil is solid at room 
temperatures, and I refuse to heat it to work 
with it more easily. And I keep having to 
abandon supplies, and just trying to make sure 
my jar is full before I leave, so I’m half assing it 
like I always do. 


By Daddy LongShanks 
By the time Nosebleed squat started, I'd 
|' been houseless for almost two years and 
considered myself something of a pro-squatter. 
The upside of squatting is zero dollars rent and 
total freedom to spend your days as you 

S „ please, free of indentured servitude to the 
corporate ogre; the downside is zero stability, 
frequent unplanned moves and occasional loss 
possessions up to and including all of them. 
The average life-span of a squat in San 
Francisco, according to my Homes Not Jails 
cohorts, is three weeks; my own experience 
more or less confirms that statistic. Moving 
more than once a month adds up to plenty of 
stress on its own, but squatters have more to 
deal with: periodic confrontations with angry 
property owners, and police, who invariably 
take the gentry’s side against their ragtag, 
would-be disseisors. 

The first night I stayed there, we agreed to 
set the roster at five, not to accept any more 
members (other than overnight guests), and 
set some loose house rules. (They can only be 
loose in a household of anarchist cat people.) 
e After lone-wolfing it for so long, I was happy to 
be part of a group again, building a house with 
j others outside the capitalism box. Safety in 
' numbers, the synergy of human interactions, ■ 
personality dynamics I'd missed (a little). We 
all had our failings and foibles and 
eccentricities, but no one was judging, or 
hiding in shame. We were all fuck-ups of one 
kind or another and that was okay. It was 
some kind of wonderful. 

We discussed intelligence gathered so far 
on the property, over dinner and drinks in the 
kitchen. From the street, Nosebleed wasn't 
much to look at, but inside the house was full 
of retro charm. What it lacked in size it made 
up with a cozy, finished basement and a 
fenced backyard with garden. It was an 
inheritance property. The owners appeared to 
live in the East Bay. They had major 
renovations planned that would involve 
extensive construction, as evidenced by 
.blueprints and other Department of Buildina 


Inspection documents we’d intercepted. This 
dampened any hopes for a long-term tenancy, 
though not completely: we'd all seen enough 
construction projects stall for long periods, 
sometimes indefinitely, for reasons one could 
only guess: owner moves or sells the' property, 
dies, runs out of money; plans delayed or 
derailed by permits, Planning Department 
bureaucracy, complaints from other 
homeowners, etc. Though hope was further 
eroded by the fact that The Great Recession 
was itself receding by this point (early 2013), 
and construction was starting to pick up again 
■ all over the place. 

Water and power, at minimum, are 
considered necessary by self-respecting 
squatters for decent indoor living. In this 
respect, Nosebleed was a peach, boasting not 
only these baseline amenities but also a gas 
stove and furnace, working washer and dryer, 
and even hot running water — a rare luxury 


themselves. At that very moment, I could hear 
talking, loud as day, about strategies for 
dealing with cops if they showed up, and how 
we should fabricate and memorize a story so 
as not to be taken off guard or caught in a lie if 
owners or others came calling. 

I brought this up the next night, my second 
in the house. Again we stood in the kitchen 
eating dinner, by dint of no furniture so far. 
“You guys, we've gotta talk quieter,” I exhorted 
them. The response seemed to be a collective 
shrug. Not wanting to come off as a 
fussbudget, I didn't press the issue. After 
dinner, I took a hot shower, something I'd 
anticipated with relish all day. When I emerged 
a half hour later, steamy and well-scrubbed, I 
was in congenial spirits, starting to really look 
forward to this little house adventure and 
already feeling fondness for my surrogate 
squatter family. Wicked sugarplums were 
dancing in my head, of how cool and fun this 
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indeed! That first night, I washed a load of 
clothes and went to bed earlier than the others, 
setting up my tent in the basement. Indoor 
camping! I would have camped outside, but we 
wanted to maintain a low profile. 

To access the basement, one had to go 
outside. When I did so, I noticed that our 
clamoring voices were clearly audible to the 
next-door neighbors, who struck me as the sort 
of married couple who wake up early and pack 
their kids off to school before leaving for work 


house could be. Maybe we would make it so 
cool that the owners, when they got wind of 
our unauthorized tenancy, wouldn't even mind! 
The permission squat of my dreams come 
true! 

But the next day the squat blew up. The 
owner showed up, found one of us and 
threatened to call the police. He ran off with a 
few of his belongings and the rest of us lost 
everything we had left in the house. We 
understood. I think we'd all been through our 
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squatting scene report 


Homes Not Jails 


By A. Iwasa 

The decline of squatting in the East Bay has 
been one of the most heartbreaking signs of its 
rapid gentrification. I believe, without a doubt, 
this is a critical time for people to stand up to 
the moneyed interests by doing things such as 
squatting. Like Slingshot itself, whose roots 
are in the land struggle of People’s Park and 
the Haste St. and Barrington Co-op squats, we 
need to struggle for space or we will surely 
lose it. East Bay Homes Not Jails (HnJ) can 
be one of the many ways that we fight. 

East Bay HnJ is a collective of squatters and 
squat supporters that meets Wednesdays at 
7PM at the Oakland Omni Commons. Its goal 
is to open and enter as many vacant houses 
as possible, and keep them open as long as 
possible. Its politics are anti-oppression, and 
those who display oppressive behaviors such 
as racism, sexism and/or homophobia will be 
asked to leave meetings. 

I first became aware that a new East Bay 
HnJ had formed around New Year’s Day, 
2016. I was living in a rather large “commune” 
in the Mission District of San Francisco (SF) 
with two other people, and was so miserable I 
had taken to an audio book to help me fall 
asleep at night and get my mental wheels 



turning in the mornings. I had come to the 
East Bay to celebrate New Year’s Eve by 
goofing around with comrades, and saw a flyer 
for HnJ meetings at the Long Haul Infoshop. 

Those mental wheels got turning the old 
fashioned way, and after my reluctant return to 
SF, I got my final pushes to get back to the 
serious work of the East Bay between the 
commune's creepy “guru's” attempts at micro- 
management, and loose travel plans with a 
freight train rider I met at Voku, a semi-monthly 
free meal in SF similar to Food Not Bombs in 
spirit, the next Friday. I packed up my gear 
and split for the East Bay. 


expected, reality was somewhere in the 
middle. 

Frankly, squatting in Oakland and working 
on Slingshot had been the two reasons I had 
come to the East Bay in the fall of 2013; 
having hitchhiked, rode freight trains and 
walked here from the White Castle Timber 
Sale Blockade near Myrtle Creek in Oregon. 

I had been following the squatting scene in 
the East Bay for years in the pages of 
Slingshot, and though I had very mixed 
feelings about it, I wanted to come see things 
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The deadline for Slingshot #120 was also 
coming up, so I figured worst case scenario: I 
wouldn’t leave the East Bay after all and would 
be sleeping out again soon, but I had another 


for myself. Similarly, I felt worst case scenario: 
I'd still have something to write an article about 
and then it would be back off to Arizona sooner 
rather than later, where my year had started. 

At that time there had been an East Bay 


cracking them open and navigating the legal 
waters of occupying them. 

Most of them are tenants now, but have 
been busy supporting squatters such as the 
Land Action 4 and other land struggles such as 
that saving the Gill Tract, supporting the 
Ohlone re-occupation last year and the civil 
disobedience earlier this year that stopped 
construction destroying the farm. 

Also they are eager to share the previously 
mentioned skills; weekly meetings frequently 
include skill shares such as lock picking and 
key making. 

Plus if more people get involved with the 
meetings and keep coming, we could start 
having more Away Team Missions where new 
squats can be scouted and cracked open. 

At the check in of every meeting people are 
asked if they are housed and available for an 
Away Team Mission that night. The only place 
I’ve squatted in the Bay Area this year I was 
brought to through these meetings. 

We also have a strong tendency towards 
sharing food and goofing around the way 
comrades can when you actually get along, so 
participating in HnJ has helped improve my life 
a great deal even if I'm still mostly homeless. 

As one of the comrades told me about HnJ 
around 2013 in SF, “All I did was crack open 
houses and cook Food Not Bombs.” Sounds 
like a dream to me! But with the old 
membership requirements of showing up to 
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lose it. East Bay Homes Not Jails (HnJ) can 
be one of the many ways that we fight. 

East Bay HnJ is a collective of squatters and 
squat supporters that meets Wednesdays at 
7PM at the Oakland Omni Commons. Its goal 
is to open and enter as many vacant houses 
as possible, and keep them open as long as 
possible. Its politics are anti-oppression, and 
those who display oppressive behaviors such 
as racism, sexism and/or homophobia will be 
asked to leave meetings. 

I first became aware that a new East Bay 
HnJ had formed around New Year’s Day, 
2016. I was living in a rather large “commune" 
in the Mission District of San Francisco (SF) 
with two other people, and was so miserable I 
had taken to an audio book to help me fall 
asleep at night and get my mental wheels 



share of squat busts by that point. 
Nonetheless, I was disappointed. It was a nice i 
house, and we were a fun group. It was too ' 
bad the experiment never got to play out. That 
night, I walked by the house and saw it i 
boarded up, and looked over the fence into the 
dark, desolate garden we'd hoped to cultivate. 
That squat, lasting only two days, came to 
symbolize for me the wasted potential and 
brusquely shattered daydreams of those 
attempting to build a better world at this early 
and subliminal stage of human enlightenment. ? 



When I became homeless and hit the street 
for the first time in my adult life in San 
Francisco in mid-2011, 1 had no conception of 
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freight train rider I met at Voku, a semi-monthly 
free meal in SF similar to Food Not Bombs in 
spirit, the next Friday. I packed up my gear 
and split for the East Bay. 


Slingshot, and though I had very mixed 
feelings about it, I wanted to come see things 
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The deadline for Slingshot #120 was also 
coming up, so I figured worst case scenario: I 
wouldn’t leave the East Bay after all and would 
be sleeping out again soon, but I had another 
newspaper to look forward to helping get out 
and my living arrangement wasn’t worth all the 
hassle. 

Of course I hoped for a best-case scenario: 
getting back into a great squat with another 
issue of Slingshot on the horizon and all the 
East Bay’s other happenings. As might be 


for myself. Similarly, I felt worst case scenario: 
I’d still have something to write an article about 
and then it would be back off to Arizona sooner 
rather than later, where my year had started. 

At that time there had been an East Bay 
HnJ, but it had folded by the time I got to town. 
There was also an HnJ in SF, and some of its 
veterans are the folks who initiated the current 
East Bay HnJ. Though the squatting scenes in 
SF and Oakland are very different, the 
comrades are pretty cool and they are very 
skilled in the basics of scouting vacant houses, 


mentioned skills; weekly meetings frequently 
include skill shares such as lock picking and 
key making. 

Plus if more people get involved with the 
meetings and keep coming, we could start 
having more Away Team Missions where new 
squats can be scouted and cracked open. 

At the check in of every meeting people are 
asked if they are housed and available for an 
Away Team Mission that night. The only place 
I’ve squatted in the Bay Area this year I was 
brought to through these meetings. 

We also have a strong tendency towards 
sharing food and goofing around the way 
comrades can when you actually get along, so 
participating in HnJ has helped improve my life 
a great deal even if I’m still mostly homeless. 

As one of the comrades told me about HnJ 
around 2013 in SF, “All I did was crack open 
houses and cook Food Not Bombs.” Sounds 
like a dream to me! But with the old 
membership requirements of showing up to 
three meetings in a row, then half of the 
subsequent meetings, I’m the only one who 
• has joined the new collective since it started 
towards the end of last year. 

Please consider joining, or starting your own 
HnJ Collective, and letting us know how things 
go for you all. eastbayhnj@riseup.net 
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Reviewed by A. Iwasa 

The City is Ours begins with a preface by 
George Katsiaficas, who I consider to be the 
next Noam Chomsky. Though he is an 
academic, I feel like he has long overcome that 
world's tendency towards dry writing. 

The foreword was written by Geronimo, the 
author of Fire and Flames, a history of the 
German Autonomist Movement . Though he is 


major highlights, written by two groups, one 
explicitly of squatters, the Needle Collective. 
It's exactly the sort of writing I was hoping for 
when I got the book. Though the post-World 
War II emergence of squatting in Britain and 
general historical context is touched on, this is 
mostly a fiery account of squatting in Brighton 
from 1969-2012. 

An interesting side note to the mostly 




As a participant in East Bay Homes Not 
Jails, these sort of organizational forms were 
some of the specific things I was hoping to 
learn more about. 

The next chapter is about the Rozbrat 
squatted social center in Poznan, Poland. 
Being the only chapter about what I consider to 
be Eastern Europe, I particularly enjoyed it on 
several levels. How the emergence of the 
Polish squatting movement fit into the post- 
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share of squat busts by that point. 
Nonetheless, I was disappointed. It was a nice 
house, and we were a fun group. It was too 
bad the experiment never got to play out. That 
night, I walked by the house and saw it 
boarded up, and looked over the fence into the 
dark, desolate garden we'd hoped to cultivate. 
That squat, lasting only two days, came to 
symbolize for me the wasted potential and 
brusquely shattered daydreams of those 
attempting to build a better world at this early 
and subliminal stage of human enlightenment. 



When I became homeless and hit the street 
for the first time in my adult life in San 
Francisco in mid-2011, 1 had no conception of 
how to live outside the prescribed course of 
mainstream capitalist society, and thought my 
life was ending. Thanks to Occupy SF, Homes 
Not Jails, and Noisebridge (as it was then), I 
discovered another life outside the mainstream 
that offered total freedom at the heavy cost of 
constant struggle, insecurity and instability. 
Unfortunately, I became addicted to crystal 
meth, which took me away from the larger 
activist community I'd begun to be involved 
with. Eventually, after brushes with the law and 
worsening circumstances, I emerged with a 
heightened spiritual sense and consciousness 
level — there is something to be said for the 
view that suffering leads to enlightenment, I'm 
afraid! I was determined to plug back into the 
grassroots communities and make up for lost 
time as best I could. I still sleep in abandoned 
houses and explore, but now I don't need 
heavy drugs to do so. 



nassie. 

Of course I hoped for a best-case scenario: 
getting back into a great squat with another 
issue of Slingshot on the horizon and all the 
East Bay’s other happenings. As might be 


veterans are tne toiks wno inraaiea me uurrem 
East Bay HnJ. Though the squatting scenes in 
SF and Oakland are very different, the 
comrades are pretty cool and they are very 
skilled in the basics of scouting vacant houses, 


towards the end of last year. 

Please consider joining, or starting your own 
HnJ Collective, and letting us know how things 
go for you all. eastbayhnj@riseup.net 
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Reviewed by A. Iwasa 

The City is Ours begins with a preface by 
George Katsiaficas, who I consider to be the 
next Noam Chomsky. Though he is an 
academic, I feel like he has long overcome that 
world's tendency towards dry writing. 

The foreword was written by Geronimo, the 
author of Fire and Flames, a history of the 
German Autonomist Movement . Though he is 
as passionate as he is in his earlier writings, a 
diatribe against anti-sexism almost completely 
derailed my train of thought as I read his 
foreword. 

That written, this book starts off strong 
before calming down to a more nuanced, 
academic feeling with the introduction. 

I was reading the book with a real sense of 
urgency, having recently become involved with 
the squatters' and squat supporters' collective, 
East Bay Homes Not Jails. After living in two 
squats that had been evicted in Oakland the 
previous year, I was ready to look just about 
anywhere for advice. The subtitle of the book 
should be stressed, this isn't just about 
squatting, it’s also very much about European 
Autonomist Movements. 

But it was well worth working through all the 
historical context to get to the actual material 
about squatting. 

The chapter on Brighton was one of the 


major highlights, written by two groups, one 
explicitly of squatters, the Needle Collective. 
Ifs exactly the sort of writing I was hoping for 
when I got the book. Though the post-World 
War II emergence of squatting in Britain and 
general historical context is touched on, this is 
mostly a fiery account of squatting in Brighton 
from 1969-2012. 

An interesting side note to the mostly 
academic writing style of the book was the 
amount of documentary film footage 

referenced, much of which I was able to find 
on the youtube! Taking breaks from reading to 
watch some of these videos reminded me of 
history classes in high school big time, but far 
more interesting. This could make a fun 
Squatting 101 textbook and study guide! 
Possibly the best of these films was 69, about 
a Youth House, Ungdomshuset in 
Copenhagen. 

The chapter on London was written by a 
Lecturer in Law, Lucy Finchett-Maddock. 
Though the emphasis on her specialty comes 

off as dry at first, the flip of it is she also 
focuses on the political organizations of the 
squatters, even going back to the Ex- 
Servicemen's Secret Committee, who were 
one of the many groups helping homeless 
families get into squats in the post-World War 
II wave. 


As a participant in East Bay Homes Not 
Jails, these sort of organizational forms were 
some of the specific things I was hoping to 
learn more about. 

The next chapter is about the Rozbrat 
squatted social center in Poznan, Poland. 
Being the only chapter about what I consider to 
be Eastern Europe, I particularly enjoyed it on 
several levels. How the emergence of the 
Polish squatting movement fit into the post- 
State Communist era, and how Rozbrat in 
particular also fit into the Anti-Globalization 
Movement was fun and exciting to read. 

As a participant in the Infoshop Movement 
with many white relatives of Slovak descent, 
there was something homey feeling about this 
chapter for me. There was even a reference to 
Anarchist Soccer! 

The final chapter, Squatting and 
Autonomous Action in Vienna, 1976-2012, is 
solid. The ,iiole book, for the most part, 
should probably be called Autonomous Action 
and Squatting. In some ways, this book is 
more like what I had hoped Fire and Flames 
and The Subversion of Politics would have 
been like: an exciting, well written and 
researched history of Autonomists. But it 
wasn't as full of helpful advice on squatting as I 
hoped it would be. Still well worth reading and 
discussing for what it is. 

PM Press, PO Box 23912, Oakland, CA 94623 
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Black lives 


by Asar Imhotep Amen, Ph.D. (aka T. T. 
Thomas) 

“One of the most tragic beliefs widely shared 
by Blacks throughout the world is that white 
people need or want us or will treat us equally 
and share societal resources with us. Faith 
continues to prevail in spite of overwhelming 
evidence, which disputes this belief. Blacks 
continue to ignore the irrefutable truth that, in a 
racist social system, all institutions will reflect, 
protect and sustain values that are consistent 
with racism/white supremacy. This should not 
be considered surprising or profound since all 
institutions serve to perpetuate the social 
theory of the group that created them.” - Dr. 
Bobby E. Wright, African- Centered 
Psychologist 

Sometimes, different people can 
independently arrive at the same conclusion. I 
didn't start and haven't been affiliated with the 
Black Lives Matter movement, but I respect 
their analysis of the problem and their desire to 
end it. Around the same time as #BLM was 
starting, I, like other people, was thinking along 
the same lines about what the fundamental 
problem was behind seemingly rampant police 
murders of Black people. And for once, I didn’t 
feel alone in centering the problem on what 
Black life means. If Black life doesn't mean 
anything, the USA would be a genocidal slave 
state in which the killing and punishment of 
Black people is meted out and widely 
considered acceptable, regardless of guilt or 
innocence, gender, socioeconomic status, or 
other factors. And that's exactly what it is. 

#BLM (Black Lives Matter) is a grassroots 


broader political practices, like the mass 
disenfranchisement of Florida and Ohio Black 
voters, the shutting down of water services to 
Detroit residents, and the anemic federal 
response to Hurricane Katrina in 2005, show a 
remarkable disregard for Black lives. 

Because the nature of racism is not just 
prejudice but also the power to enforce 
prejudice, punishing or educating those who 
commit violence against Black people without 
justification cannot address these problems 
individually. It’s too big a problem. The 
conservative Wall Street Journal reported that 
in 2011 NYPD had more stops of young Black 
men in Manhattan than there are young Black 
men in Manhattan. And at least one former 
NYPD officer has stepped forward to say that 
he was specifically ordered to stop young 
Black males at every opportunity. But he is just 
one officer, and NYPD is just one department. 
Police officers everywhere have broad latitude 
to stop anyone they suspect may be involved 
in a crime and use that latitude to 
systematically target Black and Latino men 
and boys. The problem is deeper than any one 
department and it’s “stop-and-frisk" policies. 

For one thing, it’s everywhere, not just New 
York. One report described anti-Black racism 
as “baked into” police practices. “The root of 
the problem," says #BLM co-founder Alicia 
Garza, “is anti-Black racism.” In other words, 
there is a unique, deeply ingrained, and 
pervasive kind of racism that American society 
at large feels toward Black people that goes a 
long way toward explaining these disparities as 
well as manv others. What does Blackness 


Black lives not mattering is a problem of 
meaning that isn't just individual or institutional 
but structural. It is rooted in what America is. 

America needs Black lives to not matter. 
Due to centuries of negative images and 
stereotypes about Africans and racial 
Blackness, in the collective psyches of the 
United States, throughout the Americas, and 
across the world Blackness means, as the late 
psychiatrist Dr. Frantz Fanon said, “the lower 
emotions, the baser inclinations, the dark side 
of the soul”. A field of study within cognitive 
psychology known as implicit cognition (or 
implicit bias) finds quantifiable evidence of 


teachers suspend African American 
preschoolers at triple the rate of white 
preschoolers and why police and prosecutors 
are more likely to charge African American 
youths with harsher crimes or in adult court 
than they are in cases involving non-Black 
youths. It might also explain why 1 2-year-old 
youth Tamir Rice was shot dead by police at a 
playground in Cleveland, Ohio, while holding a 
toy gun, whereas white youths are free to 
regularly play with toy guns in their 
neighborhoods. 

Another set of studies (“shooter bias” 
studies) shows that Black males holding cell 



racist social system, all institutions will reflect, 
protect and sustain values that are consistent 
with racism/white supremacy. This should not 
be considered surprising or profound since all 
institutions serve to perpetuate the social 
theory of the group that created them.” - Dr. 
Bobby E. Wright, African- Centered 
Psychologist 

Sometimes, different people can 
independently arrive at the same conclusion. I 
didn’t start and haven’t been affiliated with the 
Black Lives Matter movement, but I respect 
their analysis of the problem and their desire to 
end it. Around the same time as #BLM was 
starting, I, like other people, was thinking along 
the same lines about what the fundamental 
problem was behind seemingly rampant police 
murders of Black people. And for once, I didn’t 
feel alone in centering the problem on what 
Black life means. If Black life doesn’t mean 
anything, the USA would be a genocidal slave 
state in which the killing and punishment of 
Black people is meted out and widely 
considered acceptable, regardless of guilt or 
innocence, gender, socioeconomic status, or 
other factors. And that's exactly what it is. 

#BLM (Black Lives Matter) is a grassroots 
coalition-based social movement started in the 
United States by Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, 
and Opal Tometi in the wake of several 
unpunished (or lightly punished) incidents of 
police killing unarmed Black people, including 
the killing of Oscar Grant and Kenneth Harding 
in Oakland, as well as Trayvon Martin, Eric 


commit violence against Black people without 
justification cannot address these problems 
individually. It’s too big a problem. The 
conservative Wall Street Journal reported that 
in 2011 NYPD had more stops of young Black 
men in Manhattan than there are young Black 
men in Manhattan. And at least one former 
NYPD officer has stepped forward to say that 
he was specifically ordered to stop young 
Black males at every opportunity. But he is just 
one officer, and NYPD is just one department. 
Police officers everywhere have broad latitude 
to stop anyone they suspect may be involved 
in a crime and use that latitude to 
systematically target Black and Latino men 
and boys. The problem is deeper than any one 
department and it's “stop-and-frisk” policies. 

For one thing, it’s everywhere, not just New 
York. One report described anti-Black racism 
as “baked into” police practices. “The root of 
the problem,” says #BLM co-founder Alicia 
Garza, “is anti-Black racism." In other words, 
there is a unique, deeply ingrained, and 
pervasive kind of racism that American society 
at large feels toward Black people that goes a 
long way toward explaining these disparities as 
well as many others. What does Blackness 
mean to America? There are not-so-subtle 
hints everywhere. 

-Black people make up approximately 12 
percent of the US population, but constitute 
more than 40 percent of the prison 
population. 
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Gamer, Renisha McBride, and Michael Brown. 
While it consists of people with diverse 
viewpoints and tactics, the movement’s central 




-White Americans use illegal drugs at rates 
that are comparable to, or well in excess of, 
the rates at which Black Americans use illegal 
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psychiatrist Dr. Frantz Fanon said, “the lower 
emotions, the baser inclinations, the dark side 
of the soul”. A field of study within cognitive 
psychology known as implicit cognition (or 
implicit bias) finds quantifiable evidence of 


toy gun, whereas white youths are free to 
regularly play with toy guns in their 
neighborhoods. 

Another set of studies (“shooter bias” 
studies) shows that Black males holding cell 



what Black people have been knowing for 
better of 1,000 years (had anyone with power 
ever bothered to listen): that deeply rooted 
negative attitudes towards people of African 
descent are held widely across the American 
population, even among those who claim to be 
non racist, even when other possible causes 
for these attitudes (like socioeconomic class or 
education level) are taken into consideration - 
and these attitudes tend to increase people’s 
willingness to use violence (interpersonal, 
institutional, or state) and punishment against 
Black people. 

One recent quantitative study from Stanford, 
titled “Not Yet Human”, shows that people of 
African descent are commonly associated 
with apes at an unconscious level of mental 
processing. According to the study” “this Black- 
ape association alters visual perception and 
attention, and it increases endorsement of 


phones are, on quick glance, believed to be 
holding guns, while white males are believed 
to be holding cell phones. These studies also 
found that people would be quicker to draw 
and shoot their weapons when faced with a 
Black male who might be holding a cell phone 
or a gun, compared with a white man in the 
same position. These studies might explain 
why plainclothes police shot unarmed 
immigrant Amadou Diallo after he reached for 
his wallet presumably thinking the officers 
wanted to see his identification or were trying 
to rob him. 

Still other studies have shown that a 
stereotypically-named hypothetical Black 
defendant will receive a higher rate of 
conviction and harsher degree of punishment 
for the same crime than will a stereotypically- 
named hypothetical white defendant, even 
when identical evidence is presented. 

A hypothetical job applicant with an African- 
American-sounding name is less likely to 
receive further consideration when a 
hypothetical job applicant with a white- 
sounding name is granted further 
consideration, even when both have the exact 


ana upai i omen in me wane or several 
unpunished (or lightly punished) incidents of 
police killing unarmed Black people, including 
the killing of Oscar Grant and Kenneth Harding 
in Oakland, as well as Trayvon Martin, Eric 


-Black people make up approximately iz 
percent of the US population, but constitute 
more than 40 percent of the prison 
population. 
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Gamer, Renisha McBride, and Michael Brown. 
While it consists of people with diverse 
viewpoints and tactics, the movement’s central 
aim is to oppose the systematic normalization 
of -Black peoples’ deaths, which makes 
violence against Black people more likely and 
more acceptable. #BLM began as a social 
media movement, but has quickly become an 
on-the-ground social movement with many 
different actors and organizations that aren’t 
necessarily connected as one -organization but 
have the same general aims. 

Actions and policies of the state result in the 
disproportionate killing, injuring, and 
incarceration of Black people, but the struggle 
for Black life to matter is not just about 
opposing policing practices against Black men, 
boys, & girls. It is also about how domestic 
abuse victim Marissa Alexander was not 
allowed to defend herself against her abusive 
husband under the same “stand your ground” 
defense in Florida law that George 
Zimmerman used to get exonerated in the 
killing of Trayvon Martin. It is also about how 
Black transwoman Cece McDonald was 
prosecuted and convicted for defending herself 
against a hostile and racist group of white 
youths in Minneapolis. It is also about how 


-White Americans use illegal drugs at rates 
that are comparable to, or well in excess of, 
the rates at which Black Americans use illegal 
drugs, but Black Americans are incarcerated 
for drug offenses 10 times more. 

-In 2012, police and security forces killed a 
Black american at least once every 28 hours. 
According to another report, “Black teens were 
21 times more likely to be shot dead [by police] 
than their white counterparts”. 

The problem is not just that a de facto police 
state is ready to descend on Black people at 
any time, but also, more broadly, that the 
entire population of African Americans is 
perceived by the broader society (1) as a 
potential threat and (2) as unworthy of being 
listened to when we protest through legal, 
institutional, or other means. This problem 
must be viewed as a systemic one, not just an 
individual or institutional one, and it must be 
addressed on multiple levels, including not 
only institutionally or interpersonally but 
especially in our unconscious thought, the 
deeply ingrained thought processes that are 
reflected by our actions before we even have 
the opportunity to think. Before we can change 
our thinking to make Black lives matter, we 
must truly understand that the problem of 


what Black people have been knowing for 
better of 1,000 years (had anyone with power 
ever bothered to listen): that deeply rooted 
negative attitudes towards people of African 
descent are held widely across the American 
population, even among those who claim to be 
non racist, even when other possible causes 
for these attitudes (like socioeconomic class or 
education level) are taken into consideration - 
and these attitudes tend to increase people's 
willingness to use violence (interpersonal, 
institutional, or state) and punishment against 
Black people. 

One recent quantitative study from Stanford, 
titled “Not Yet Human”, shows that people of 
African descent are commonly associated 
with apes at an unconscious level of mental 
processing. According to the study” “this Black- 
ape association alters visual perception and 
attention, and it increases endorsement of 
violence against Black suspects. In an archival 
study of actual criminal cases, the authors 
show that news articles written about Blacks 
who are convicted of capital crimes are more 
likely to contain ape-relevant language than 
news articles written about white convicts. 
Moreover, those who are implicitly portrayed 
as more apelike in these articles are more 
likely to be executed by the state than those 
that are not.” This finding agrees with the 
earlier work of Stanford literature professor 
Sylvia Wynter, who found that police in Los 
Angeles in the 1980s and early 1990s 
commonly used the incident code “NHI” -- 
meaning “no humans involved” -- for incidents 
involving African Americans. While many 
people acknowledge this police code have 
been racist, the Stanford quantitative study 
shows that even people who don’t think 
themselves racist have the same thoughts. 

Other studies show that children of African 
descent are believed to be older, more mature, 
and less innocent than their white counterparts 
are, something that might explain why 


to be holding cell phones. These studies also 
found that people would be quicker to draw 
and shoot their weapons when faced with a 
Black male who might be holding a cell phone 
or a gun, compared with a white man in the 
same position. These studies might explain 
why plainclothes police shot unarmed 
immigrant Amadou Diallo after he reached for 
his wallet presumably thinking the officers 
wanted to see his identification or were trying 
to rob him. 

Still other studies have shown that a 
stereotypically-named hypothetical Black 
defendant will receive a higher rate of 
conviction and harsher degree of punishment 
for the same crime than will a stereotypically- 
named hypothetical white defendant, even 
when identical evidence is presented. 

A hypothetical job applicant with an African- 
American-sounding name is less likely to 
receive further consideration when a 
hypothetical job applicant with a white- 
sounding name is granted further 
consideration, even when both have the exact 
same resume except for the name at the top. 
An applicant for housing or mortgage will be 
similarly screened based on assumptions 
about whether they are Black or not, thereby 
shaping geographic segregation patterns. 

African-American employees are more likely 
to be evaluated poorly by employers than are 
white employees. 

Black NFL players are required to return 
from injury sooner than their white 
counterparts with the same injury. Other 
studies show that the medical profession is 
slower to give aggressive treatment to African 
Americans and less sensitive to the pain of 
African American patients. 

Regardless of whether one stands on the 
side of those addressing the problem, like the 
founders of #BLM, describing the problem, like 
researchers at Stanford, or even denying the 
problem or defending police murders of Black 
people, the central problem is not a swirling 
morass of practices to be altered. It is a 
structure. These problems of anti-Black racism 
are not simply problems of individual or 


ire 




institutional practice or prejudice because they 
are repeated across widely disparate 
individuals and institutions with the same 
independent results. The psyche of anti-Black 
racism is not individual or institutional. Both the • 
psyche and the institution are networked', 
together as part of one dynamic, fluid, and 
massive structure. The psyche, like the 
institution, is a structure. The problems of 
Black life mattering are hence fundamentally 
problems of structural power. In other words, 
structural racism encompasses the entire 
system of white supremacy, diffused and 
infused in all aspects of society, including our 
history, culture, politics, economics, and our 
entire social fabric. Structural racism is the 
most profound and pervasive form of racism-all 
other forms of racism (e.g. institutional, 
interpersonal, internalized, etc.) emerges from 
structural racism. 

The key indicators of structural racism are 
inequalities in power, access, opportunities, 
treatment, and policy impacts and outcomes, 
whether they are intentional or not. Structural 
racism is more difficult to locate in a particular 
institution because it involves the reinforcing 
effects of multiple institutions and cultural 



Slingshot • Summer 2016 • Page 7 


e n oftefiw/z 


NkRCHIS 



Check Out This froposal for a 


Yearly Con 


norms, past and present, continually producing 
new, and re-producing old forms of racism. 

The probiem of Black life mattering extends 
to unconscious levels of thinking and is not 
only deeply rooted, but also widely diffused 
and reinforced through multiple networks of 
power. It is therefore quite challenging to 
uproot without a massive change in the social ? 


By Ian Mayes 

There has been some talk occasionally 
about forming a new nation-wide anarchist 
organization. This is a project that definitely 
has caught my attention and interest, and I do 
think that some of the points that are made in 
this appeal are valid ones. At the same time I 
am also a bit skeptical, for I have been around 
long enough to see countless national and 
regional anarchist organizations come and go. 
This has all got me thinking though about the 
topic of formal nation-wide anarchist 
organizations. The thought of repeating the 
same old kinds of attempts that have been 
tried in the past does not appeal to me - 
whereas trying out something new does. 

The real value for having a formal anarchist 
organization, I think, is that of providing a 
means for different anarchists to meet up face- 
to-face and having a venue for people to find 
folks to work together with on common projects 
that they all believe in. The focus of an 
anarchist organization should not be to provide 
content that reflects the beliefs and views of 
everyone who is associated with the 


emphasis on digital technology. So a new 
anarchist organization would still use all the 
modern online trappings - a web-site, 
Facebook and Twitter accounts, all of that - 
but all of these things would exist simply as 
tools to facilitate real-life face-to-face meetings 
happening. 

I picture such a new anarchist organization 
as being based around having a large annual 
national gathering, as well as regional 
gatherings, local and citywide gatherings of 
anarchists. The format for these gatherings 
would be Open Space Technology, a means 
by which those people who are present at the 
gatherings determine themselves what the 
content will be. The organizing collectives for 
the conference would be concerned only with 
the logistical matters of making the conference 
happen, not with the content of what will be 
discussed at the conferences - that would be 
up to the conference attendees themselves to 
determine. 



cT5nrefehce Be at the same location every year. 

The conference would not endorse any 
particular anarchist ideology and not support 
any particular anarchist project, and instead 
provide the means for different anarchist 
thinkers and activists to come together to meet 
each-other, by doing so it is hoped that the 
depth of anarchist thoughts and the creativity 
of anarchist projects would be helped more 
than if any particular partisan approach was 
supported. This is because more people from 
more of a diversity of backgrounds would be 
involved, with more of a cross-fertilization of 
ideas and perspectives taking place. 

Internet-wise, it would be best for the web 
presence for this organization to support 
people in meeting up with their local anarchist 
groups, projects and collectives face-to-face. 
Picture a kind of online version of the Slingshot 
Organizer’s radical spaces contact list. The 
web presence would also have features 
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structural racism. 

The key indicators of structural racism are 
inequalities in power, access, opportunities, 
treatment, and policy impacts and outcomes, 
whether they are intentional or not. Structural 
racism is more difficult to locate in a particular 
institution because it involves the reinforcing 
effects of multiple institutions and cultural 


norms, past and present, continually producing 
new, and re-producing old forms of racism. 

The probiem of Black life mattering extends 
to unconscious levels of thinking and is not 
only deeply rooted, but also widely diffused 
and reinforced through multiple networks of 
power. It is therefore quite challenging to 
uproot without a massive change in the social 
structure that abolishes the ways that both 
personal and institutional practice, as well as 
individual and social frames of meaning, are 
tethered to the genocidal slave empire of the 
“modern’’ world, the United States. If we only 
think about the practice of prejudice without 
centering the ways that all racism derives from 
structural racism -- what I call anti-Blackness -- 
we will be at pains to explain why there is so 
deep a reserve of animosity that can result in 
normalized violence toward Black people (and 
people of color in general) and why the mass 
loss of Black life does not constitute a national 
emergency or a cause for widespread grief. 
True dedication to the principle that Black 
Lives Matter will require a revolution using all 
means necessary to end the structure of anti- 
Blackness. 

Racism/white supremacy in America is 
deeply rooted in a global system of settler- 
colonial capitalism, land theft, mass murder (or 
if you prefer the sanitized euphemism of the 
term “genocide") racial chattel slavery and its 
consequences. White privilege is the 
manifestation, consequence, and flip-side of 
Black oppression and exploitation, attacks on 
indigenous sovereignty, and the Eurocentric 
imposition of private property relations on both 
land and people is to extract profit through 
domination. This is a global Empire, and it is 
an empire here within the US itself as well. 
White supremacy, white privilege, and racism 
can only be uprooted by overturning that 
system of settler colonialism and imperialism, 
here in the US and throughout the world. 
Nothing short of decolonization, self- 
determination of oppressed and colonized 
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regional anarchist organizations come and go. 
This has all got me thinking though about the 
topic of formal nation-wide anarchist 
organizations. The thought of repeating the 
same old kinds of attempts that have been 
tried in the past does not appeal to me - 
whereas trying out something new does. 

The real value for having a formal anarchist 
organization, I think, is that of providing a 
means for different anarchists to meet up face- 
to-face and having a venue for people to find 
folks to work together with on common projects 
that they all believe in. The focus of an 
anarchist organization should not be to provide 
content that reflects the beliefs and views of 
everyone who is associated with the 
organization, but rather to be a networking hub 
for anarchists to find each other. Having a 
publication is not necessary, nor is having a 


as being based around having a large annual 
national gathering, as well as regional 
gatherings, local and citywide gatherings of 
anarchists. The format for these gatherings 
would be Open Space Technology, a means 
by which those people who are present at the 
gatherings determine themselves what the 
content will be. The organizing collectives for 
the conference would be concerned only with 
the logistical matters of making the conference 
happen, not with the content of what will be 
discussed at the conferences - that would be 
up to the conference attendees themselves to 
determine. 
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than if any particular partisan approach was 
supported. This is because more people from 
more of a diversity of backgrounds would be 
involved, with more of a cross-fertilization of 
ideas and perspectives taking place. 

Internet-wise, it would be best for the web 
presence for this organization to support 
people in meeting up with their local anarchist 
groups, projects and collectives face-to-face. 
Picture a kind of online version of the Slingshot 
Organizer’s radical spaces contact list. The 
web presence would also have features 


. . . .people having real- 
life face-to-face 
connections with each 
other. In this age of 
on li ne digital 
connections being so 
pervasive I think that 
one of the biggest 
barriers for anarchists 
now to confront is the 
profound social 
alienation of our 
modern society. 


formal membership structure. 

The idea that an anarchist organization * 
should have ideological unity and should have * 


common positions that everybody agrees on 
ultimately leads to frustrating endeavors which 
become a big discouraging waste of people's a j v 


time and energy. Even the term "anarchist" 
itself can be left undefined, although if some 
people want to meet up to discuss that they 
are welcome to do so. The key thing is for 
anarchists to be connecting with other 
anarchists, and from these connections the 
individual anarchists can create whatever 
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™ ’ traveling. There would be no place for debate 
National Conference on .. . .. „ , ,, . . . 

or discussion online, all of this would be 

channeled towards other online anarchist 


Ever since the 
Organized Resistance (“NCOR”) stopped 
happening, there has not been an annual 
national conference for the anarchist 
movement to converge at. This new 
organization would exist in Dart to heto support 


projects that do that, or towards individuals or 
groups who are interested in having such 
discussion in-person. 
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tethered to the genocidal slave empire of the 
“modern” world, the United States. If we only 
think about the practice of prejudice without 
centering the ways that all racism derives from 
structural racism -- what I call anti-Blackness -- 
we will be at pains to explain why there is so 
deep a reserve of animosity that can result in 
normalized violence toward Black people (and 
people of color in general) and why the mass 
loss of Black life does not constitute a national 
emergency or a cause for widespread grief. 
True dedication to the principle that Black 
Lives Matter will require a revolution using all 
means necessary to end the structure of anti- 
Blackness. 

Racism/white supremacy in America is 
deeply rooted in a global system of settler- 
colonial capitalism, land theft, mass murder (or 
if you prefer the sanitized euphemism of the 
term “genocide") racial chattel slavery and its 
consequences. White privilege is the 
manifestation, consequence, and flip-side of 
Black oppression and exploitation, attacks on 
indigenous sovereignty, and the Eurocentric 
imposition of private property relations on both 
land and people is to extract profit through 
domination. This is a global Empire, and it is 
an empire here within the US itself as well. 
White supremacy, white privilege, and racism 
can only be uprooted by overturning that 
system of settler colonialism and imperialism, 
here in the US and throughout the world. 
Nothing short of decolonization, self- 
determination of oppressed and colonized 
people, and revolutionary social, political, 
economic and ecological transformation of 
entire society will do. 

“Powerful people never educate the 
victims of their power in how to take their 
power away from them... the ideology of our 
“former” slave masters cannot save us. We will 
not be truly liberated until we are the main 
instruments of our liberation”. - Dr. John 
Henrick Clarke 
Correspondence: 

Troy T. Thomas, H-01001, 

CSP-LACA1 -137-UP 
PO Box #4430 
Lancaster, CA 93539 


....people having real- 
life face-to-face 
connections with each 
other. In this age of 
online digital 
connections being so 
pervasive I think that 
one of the biggest 
barriers for anarchists 
now to confront is the 
profound social 
alienation of our 
modern society. 
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formal membership structure. a 

The idea that an anarchist organization 
should have ideological unity and should have w 
common positions that everybody agrees on __ 
ultimately leads to frustrating endeavors which 
become a big discouraging waste of people's '• ■ ■ 
time and energy. Even the term "anarchist" 
itself can be left undefined, although if some 
people want to meet up to discuss that they 
are welcome to do so. The key thing is for 
anarchists to be connecting with other 
anarchists, and from these connections the 
individual anarchists can create whatever 
common projects they want. 

I also want to emphasize the importance of 
this organization being based upon people 
having real-life face-to-face connections with 
each other. In this age of online digital 
connections being so pervasive I think that one 
of the biggest barriers for anarchists now to 
confront is the profound social alienation of our 
modern society. Much of the mutual 
understanding and trust that is necessary for 


i 

Uuj,’ 


VAJ,, >»*, i. i ^ J, , ■*= Wfc V,j> J.AJ. , j, 

tv i ‘V UiHLH iV J * 

' l A A 4 A 4 4W 4 A i A' | 

* l*u >A V l Jt V 4* 4 4^ 41 1 

4 U / * 4 Vi, 4 . l\Ll,l 4 L k 4 a 
I* A A * U Jr A W vi '<'44 
A VA^A J 4 A J “\<W 

it it Utjfi U J. t.i 

t AV* y v available t0 su pp° rt p 

a v, ji a * j,t 1 ^ j. a i' transportation and places 


\ 


f-i-V 

U 


‘it i 
it l 4 
4 V A 

u u t x 
A krty A 

' ^ A A 4» 

^,/v Ik 

u 4 k AA i 
W U 
A.Wj, v 
AA A 4k A 
> A AA47 
4 4 

, A v 4-4 
A 4 4 klii 


> njr'ti 
National Conference 


Ever since the 
Organized Resistance (“NCOR”) stopped 
happening, there has not been an annual 
national conference for the anarchist 
movement to converge at. This new 
organization would exist in part to help support 
this conference in happening and to be a 
sustainable endeavor - independent of larger 
institutions such as universities and 
independent of any particular anarchist strain, 
ideology, or campaign. Given that this would 
be a nation-wide anarchist gathering, perhaps 
the location should be central for everyone in 
the country, let’s say: Wichita, Kansas. Unlike 
NCOR there is no reason to have to have a 
nation-wide anarchist conference take place 


enacting real solidarity and mutual aid is lost every year at the capital city of the nation- 
now thanks to an over-reliance and over- state. However, like NCOR there is an 

advantage to having the consistency of the 
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people in sharing 
to crash at while 
’ traveling. There would be no place for debate 
or discussion online, all of this would be 
channeled towards other online anarchist 
projects that do that, or towards individuals or 
groups who are interested in having such 
discussion in-person. 

With this kind of approach to a nation-wide 
anarchist organization, my hope is that quite a 
lot of new things could come out of it, both 
practical and theoretical, even new formal 
organizations! This organization would serve 
as a launching pad for other, separate, new 
things. The irony is that with having such an 
organizational arrangement, none of the new 
things that arise would officially be associated 
with this organization - they would be things 
that arose as a result of people meeting up 
through this organization and then going off 
and doing something else together. 
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Continued from page 1 

chaos to the streets in this context will only 
inflame dangerous forces. But the racist anti- 
Muslim/anti-immigrant rhetoric is a flawed 
response to real economic and political forces 
that have ground down the lives of millions of 
people for the last 40 years — declining 
wages, income stratification and betrayal. 
What's desperately needed are inspirational 
sparks that help turn anger away from racial 
scapegoats and towards the real enemies: the 
economic elite, corporations and the systems 
of economic exploitation that steal and 
concentrate the wealth that regular people toil 
to create. Now is the perfect time to bring the 
spirit of Occupy and the 99% back into the 
picture as a positive response to divide-and- 
conquer racism. Working people of all races 
united against the 1% are an unstoppable 
force. 

To understand the 2000 DNC protests, you 
have to realize how things felt just after the 
massive uprising at the World Trade 
Organization meeting in Seattle in November, 
1999. 50,000 people seized downtown Seattle 
shutting down the meeting and block-after- 
block of the business district despite 
thousands of heavily armed police who were 
on a rampage all day — emptying their cans of 
pepper spray on us, shooting us with rubber 
bullets and filling the air with tear gas and flash 
bang grenades. The WTO was probably the 
high point of my life (so far, anyway) — an 
inspiring rupture in the fabric of business as 
usual. 

Radicals were so used to being invisible and 
atomized before the WTO but suddenly, all our 
isolated, tiny, ragtag communities of 
anarchists, environmentalists and labor 
militants came out of the shadows and for the 
first time in our lives, we mattered. We 
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exposing the violence inherent in the system 
— perhaps images of the massive police 
overreaction would help shake the legitimacy 
of corporate democracy. 

We went to every march anyway because 
we were all waiting for a chance — a mistake 
by the police. We hoped against hope that 


bullets flying, but then coming back. We finally 
all got hit with rubber bullets and the crowd got 
pushed back and dispersed. For a lot of 
people, what happened was terrible, scary or 
didn't represent a dignified way to protest. 
Many people howled about the police brutality. 
A lot of people were there for a concert and 
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something was going to give and we wanted to 
be in the right place at the right time. Overall, 
this is an excellent strategy not only for a 
particular protest, but for the radical movement 
and even for life in general. You can't be in 
the right place at the right time if you're alone 
at home with your computer. Despite the 
hopeless situation, people did go on little 
rampages even though it meant certain arrest. 


were outraged that the police charged them 
even though 99.9% of the crowd hadn't thrown 
anything. The police ordered everyone to 
disburse but then didn't let people leave. 


creating disorder — and this can be by mistake 
because you can't organize dis-organization. 
Normally our strength isn't a direct 
confrontation with power, which we'll usually 
lose, but rather changing the game or even 
running away from the police. The police are 
happy when they know where you are and 
understand what you're up to — but when they 
don't, that's chaos and that's what really 
undermines an authoritarian system. 

As far as I can tell, the 2000 DNC didn't 
change the course of history, undermine the 
two-party system, or whatever. But if you live 
your life only measuring your experiences that 
way, you're missing the point. It ended up 
feeling like it was worth it — a memorable 
experience. Since 2000, the police response 
to convention protests has become more and 
more intense, and the number of people willing 
to protest seems to be falling. But there's 
really no telling what will go down this year if 
someone doesn't try. The sense of danger 
and desperation is at an all time high — 
racism, immigrant bashing and violence are in 
the air, class inequality has never been so in 
our face in our lifetime, and the planet's 


At night, somehow there was going to be a 
Rage Against The Machine concert in the 
protest-pen right in front of the fucking 
convention hall. Even though the pen was 
surrounded by police and a 14 foot chain link 
fence, it seemed like the concert had a lot 
ooina for it It attracted an extra-larae crowd 


How is the perfect time to bring the spirit of 
Occupy and the 99% bacfr into the picture as a 
positive response to divide-and~conquer racism. 


We had spent the whole day waiting for 
something to happen, and in the end, the 
police overreaction did our work for us. 
Lesson #3: the system always seeks order 


ecosystem is breaking down. We may be 
getting close to the point where no one has 
anything left to lose and if enough people get 
out into the streets, you never know what 
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picture as a posuive response 10 amoe-ana- 
conquer racism. Working people of all races 
united against the 1% are an unstoppable 
force. 

To understand the 2000 DNC protests, you 
have to realize how things felt just after the 
massive uprising at the World Trade 
Organization meeting in Seattle in November, 
1999. 50,000 people seized downtown Seattle 
shutting down the meeting and block-after- 
block of the business district despite 
thousands of heavily armed police who were 
on a rampage all day — emptying their cans of 
pepper spray on us, shooting us with rubber 
bullets and filling the air with tear gas and flash 
bang grenades. The WTO was probably the 
high point of my life (so far, anyway) — an 
inspiring rupture in the fabric of business as 
usual. 

Radicals were so used to being invisible and 
atomized before the WTO but suddenly, all our 
isolated, tiny, ragtag communities of 
anarchists, environmentalists and labor 
militants came out of the shadows and for the 
first time in our lives, we mattered. We 
controlled the streets. Not only that, but I don't 
think we ever felt so alive and in the moment 
before. It was profoundly sexy. I remember 
being out in the street until 3 am dodging 
police and tear gas and having to force myself 
to leave. The WTO protest brought up 
fundamental economic issues and 
transcended single-issue politics through 
leaderless mass action similar to Occupy years 
later. 

Based on that electric sense of excitement 
and power, a few of us headed to Los Angeles 
the following summer. No doubt about it — we 
were looking for trouble. We wanted to do 
everything we could to disrupt the convention 
and expose the bullshit of the two-party system 
and we knew if we succeeded, it was going to 
be fun and fucking intense. Facing riot cops 
and the real threat of violence is scary, but 
mostly it is exciting. After the WTO, I couldn't 


something was going to give and we wanted to 
be in the right place at the right time. Overall, 
this is an excellent strategy not only for a 
particular protest, but for the radical movement 
and even for life in general. You can't be in 
the right place at the right time if you're alone 
at home with your computer. Despite the 
hopeless situation, people did go on little 
rampages even though it meant certain arrest. 

At night, somehow there was going to be a 
Rage Against The Machine concert in the 
protest-pen right in front of the fucking 
convention hall. Even though the pen was 
surrounded by police and a 14 foot chain link 
fence, it seemed like the concert had a lot 
going for it. It attracted an extra-large crowd 
— so lesson #1 is that having large numbers 
really does help even when the police are 
heavily armed and you are trapped in a tiny 
fenced-off area. 

The crowd wasn't necessarily mostly 
radicals — I think a lot of them just wanted to 
see a free show. Lesson #2: to get large 
numbers we need to draw folks outside the 
radical scene. Cliques, security culture, 
activist jargon that isolates us, refusal to 
associate with people who have different 
political perspectives — all of this suffocates 
the openness we need to pull off big things. 

The concert was at night — which almost 
always works to encourage disorder. Although 
I don't think there was a plan, a few people 
started throwing empty plastic water bottles 
and other small objects over the tall fence at 
the police. It was a laughable and totally 


were outraged that the police charged them 
even though 99.9% of the crowd hadn't thrown 
anything. The police ordered everyone to 
disburse but then didn't let people leave. 


We had spent the whole day waiting for 
something to happen, and in the end, the 
police overreaction did our work for us. 
Lesson #3: the system always seeks order 
and management and often a win will be 


way, you're missing the point. It ended up 
feeling like it was worth it — a memorable 
experience. Since 2000, the police response 
to convention protests has become more and 
more intense, and the number of people willing 
to protest seems to be falling. But there's 
really no telling what will go down this year if 
someone doesn't try. The sense of danger 
and desperation is at an all time high — 
racism, immigrant bashing and violence are in 
the air, class inequality has never been so in 
our face in our lifetime, and the planet's 


ecosystem is breaking down. We may be 
getting close to the point where no one has 
anything left to lose and if enough people get 
out into the streets, you never know what 
might happen. 


You can't be in the right place at 
the right time if you're alone at 
home with your computer. 

calm down for two months — I dreamt of police symbolic act. The bottles had to be thrown 
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by arrrgh-bot eggplant 

Being a teenager in the 1980’s it was 
attractive to rebel by getting into the rich music 
scenes of metal and punk. I found sanctuary 
from the stupid American game of “capitalism 
is here forever, Amen.” I noticed quickly that 
most of the foot soldiers in these two camps of 
counterculture groups held special contempt 
for hippies — we saw them as posers. One 
would think the lingering character flaws of 
religious fanatics, meathead jock-thugs as well 
as newly christened yuppies would deserve 
our primary ridicule. But I get it. The youth felt 
it necessary to differentiate themselves from 
the previous generation. Hippies were 
perceived as ineffectual, narcissistic and 
horribly stuck in the past. The punks largely 
ignored the 20 th Anniversary of the Summer of 


presence to be a Festival of Life; a marriage of 
sorts between the Heads and Fists. This 
unification of dropouts with those who were 
engaged in active resistance seemed 
inevitable and held promise to gather 
enormous numbers of people to create a 
splendid pageant. The rising tide determined to 
change the dialog of the country and inspire 
utopian dreams to counter what was really 
happening on the main stage - the Festival of 
Death. But the forces of control and coercion 
robbed the show as it tends to do making the 
gathering in Chicago the year’s top televised 
crisis. Just another distraction until rock- 
throwing protesters could be upgraded into the 




How is the perfect time to bring the spirit of 
Occupy and the 99% bacir into the picture as a 
positive response to divide-and-conquer racism. 


controlled the streets. Not only that, but I don't 
think we ever felt so alive and in the moment 
before. It was profoundly sexy. I remember 
being out in the street until 3 am dodging 
police and tear gas and having to force myself 
to leave. The WTO protest brought up 
fundamental economic issues and 
transcended single-issue politics through 
leaderless mass action similar to Occupy years 
later. 

Based on that electric sense of excitement 
and power, a few of us headed to Los Angeles 
the following summer. No doubt about it — we 
were looking for trouble. We wanted to do 
everything we could to disrupt the convention 
and expose the bullshit of the two-party system 
and we knew if we succeeded, it was going to 
be fun and fucking intense. Facing riot cops 
and the real threat of violence is scary, but 
mostly it is exciting. After the WTO, I couldn't 


going for it. It attracted an extra-large crowd 
— so lesson #1 is that having large numbers 
really does help even when the police are 
heavily armed and you are trapped in a tiny 
fenced-off area. 

The crowd wasn't necessarily mostly 
radicals — I think a lot of them just wanted to 
see a free show. Lesson #2: to get large 
numbers we need to draw folks outside the 
radical scene. Cliques, security culture, 
activist jargon that isolates us, refusal to 
associate with people who have different 
political perspectives — all of this suffocates 
the openness we need to pull off big things. 

The concert was at night — which almost 
always works to encourage disorder. Although 
I don't think there was a plan, a few people 
started throwing empty plastic water bottles 
and other small objects over the tall fence at 
the police. It was a laughable and totally 


You can't be in the right Place at 
the right time if you're alone at 
home with your computer. 


calm down for two months — I dreamt of police 
lines and explosions and probably had a little 
bitofPTSD. 

When we showed up in Los Angeles, we 
quickly learned that the police had been 
thinking about the WTO a lot as well. They 
were determined not to ever let what had 
happened in Seattle repeat itself. 

There were 2 or 3 marches scheduled per 
day during the convention — each organized 
by various interest grpups focusing on labor, 
the environment, war, etc. It was blazing hot 
but we went to all the marches anyway — 
even though they felt pretty pointless because 
our numbers were small and we were 
surrounded by unlimited lines of police. 

We couldn't do shit. You could march 
around in the abandoned downtown LA heat 
knowing no one could see you and you 
couldn't disrupt anything. If you wanted, you 
could charge the police line and get arrested, 
but so what? It was totally different than 
Seattle — we controlled nothing, the cops had 
total control and it wasn't sexy or exciting. I 
guess the best we could say is that we were 


symbolic act. The bottles had to be thrown 
straight up in the air to clear the tall fence, so 
they fell harmlessly on a huge stretch of empty 
concrete between the fence and the police 
line. I am pretty sure my friends and I were 
making fun of the masked macho-types 
throwing stuff. But then somewhat to our 
surprise, this modest act worked! 

Around 8 pm while Ozomatli was playing, 
“police suddenly shut down the lights on stage 
and LAPD Commander Gary Brennan 
declared the gathering an illegal assembly and 
ordered the audience to leave. Ten minutes 
later 400 police officers, most on motorcycles 
or horseback, began to wade into the crowd. 
Another group of police began firing 'non-lethal 
munitions' into the crowd, including rubber 
bullets, small bean bags fired from shotguns 
and pepper spray," according to WSWS (who 
recall more details than I do.) 

My friends and I made it out into the street 
to avoid getting surrounded in what looked like 
it might be a mass arrest. Some people ran 
away but a lot of people stood up to the police, 
maybe falling back a little when there were 


and management and often a win will be might happen. 
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by arrrgh-bot eggplant 

Being a teenager in the 1980’s it was 
attractive to rebel by getting into the rich music 
scenes of metal and punk. I found sanctuary 
from the stupid American game of “capitalism 
is here forever, Amen.” I noticed quickly that 
most of the foot soldiers in these two camps of 
counterculture groups held special contempt 
for hippies — we saw them as posers. One 
would think the lingering character flaws of 
religious fanatics, meathead jock-thugs as well 
as newly christened yuppies would deserve 
our primary ridicule. But I get it. The youth felt 
it necessary to differentiate themselves from 
the previous generation. Hippies were 
perceived as ineffectual, narcissistic and 
horribly stuck in the past. The punks largely 
ignored the 20 th Anniversary of the Summer of 
Love and of Woodstock. Instead, celebration 
was saved for the deaths of Bill Graham and 
Jerry Garcia. The statues made by the Love 
Generation were more convenient to topple 
than police stations or World Trade buildings. 

By 1996 a weird off-beat anniversary of our 
parent's youth was scheduled. The Democrats 
were having a convention in Chicago for the 
first time since the disastrous convention 
protests in 1968. ‘68 went so badly it could be 
argued that it gave the seat of government to 
the reactionary wing for the next 8 years — 
and then 12 years more in the 80's. The image 
of uncouth protesters facing off against the 
naked violence of the Chicago police and US 
Military is considered a high water mark for 
domestic radicalism. Many people who were 
previously eager about the country and its 
future walked on from Chicago ‘68 hating the 
government, the police, the courts and 
dismissing the whole American system as 
unreformable. 

The hippie protesters of ‘68 planned their 


presence to be a Festival of Life; a marriage of 
sorts between the Heads and Fists. This 
unification of dropouts with those who were 
engaged in active resistance seemed 
inevitable and held promise to gather 
enormous numbers of people to create a 
splendid pageant. The rising tide determined to 
change the dialog of the country and inspire 
utopian dreams to counter what was really 
happening on the main stage - the Festival of 
Death. But the forces of control and coercion 
robbed the show as it tends to do making the 
gathering in Chicago the year’s top televised 
crisis. Just another distraction until rock- 



Manson Family and the SLA — and put people 
back in line hating dropouts and freaks. 


The return of presidential shell games to 
Chicago in '96 meant some sort of sequel was 
being played out. The static buzzing from the 
media made comparisons to the much 
publicize fracas of the 1960’s. Cops were said 
to have buttons that read, “I beat up your dad 
in ‘68” or some mentally ill thing like it. The 

Continued on page 11 


being out in the street until 3 am dodging 
police and tear gas and having to force myself 
to leave. The WTO protest brought up 
fundamental economic issues and 
transcended single-issue politics through 
leaderless mass action similar to Occupy years 
later. 

Based on that electric sense of excitement 
and power, a few of us headed to Los Angeles 
the following summer. No doubt about it — we 
were looking for trouble. We wanted to do 
everything we could to disrupt the convention 
and expose the bullshit of the two-party system 
and we knew if we succeeded, it was going to 
be fun and fucking intense. Facing riot cops 
and the real threat of violence is scary, but 
mostly it is exciting. After the WTO, I couldn't 


heavily armed and you are trapped in a tiny 
fenced-off area. 

The crowd wasn't necessarily mostly 
radicals — I think a lot of them just wanted to 
see a free show. Lesson #2: to get large 
numbers we need to draw folks outside the 
radical scene. Cliques, security culture, 
activist jargon that isolates us, refusal to 
associate with people who have different 
political perspectives — all of this suffocates 
the openness we need to pull off big things. 

The concert was at night — which almost 
always works to encourage disorder. Although 
I don't think there was a plan, a few people 
started throwing empty plastic water bottles 
and other small objects over the tall fence at 
the police. It was a laughable and totally 


You can't be in the right Place at 
the right time if you're alone at 
home with your computer. 


calm down for two months — I dreamt of police 
lines and explosions and probably had a little 
bit of PTSD. 

When we showed up in Los Angeles, we 
quickly learned that the police had been 
thinking about the WTO a lot as well. They 
were determined not to ever let what had 
happened in Seattle repeat itself. 

There were 2 or 3 marches scheduled per 
day during the convention — each organized 
by various interest grgups focusing on labor, 
the environment, war, etc. It was blazing hot 
but we went to all the marches anyway — 
even though they felt pretty pointless because 
our numbers were small and we were 
surrounded by unlimited lines of police. 

We couldn't do shit. You could march 
around in the abandoned downtown LA heat 
knowing no one could see you and you 
couldn't disrupt anything. If you wanted, you 
could charge the police line and get arrested, 
but so what? It was totally different than 
Seattle — we controlled nothing, the cops had 
total control and it wasn't sexy or exciting. I 
guess the best we could say is that we were 


symbolic act. The bottles had to be thrown 
straight up in the air to clear the tall fence, so 
they fell harmlessly on a huge stretch of empty 
concrete between the fence and the police 
line. I am pretty sure my friends and I were 
making fun of the masked macho-types 
throwing stuff. But then somewhat to our 
surprise, this modest act worked! 

Around 8 pm while Ozomatli was playing, 
“police suddenly shut down the lights on stage 
and LAPD Commander Gary Brennan 
declared the gathering an illegal assembly and 
ordered the audience to leave. Ten minutes 
later 400 police officers, most on motorcycles 
or horseback, began to wade into the crowd. 
Another group of police began firing 'non-lethal 
munitions' into the crowd, including rubber 
bullets, small bean bags fired from shotguns 
and pepper spray,” according to WSWS (who 
recall more details than I do.) 

My friends and I made it out into the street 
to avoid getting surrounded in what looked like 
it might be a mass arrest. Some people ran 
away but a lot of people stood up to the police, 
maybe falling back a little when there were 
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by arrrgh-bot eggplant 

Being a teenager in the 1980’s it was 
attractive to rebel by getting into the rich music 
scenes of metal and punk. I found sanctuary 
from the stupid American game of “capitalism 
is here forever, Amen.” I noticed quickly that 
most of the foot soldiers in these two camps of 
counterculture groups held special contempt 
for hippies — we saw them as posers. One 
would think the lingering character flaws of 
religious fanatics, meathead jock-thugs as well 
as newly christened yuppies would deserve 
our primary ridicule. But I get it. The youth felt 
it necessary to differentiate themselves from 
the previous generation. Hippies were 
perceived as ineffectual, narcissistic and 
horribly stuck in the past. The punks largely 
ignored the 20 th Anniversary of the Summer of 
Love and of Woodstock. Instead, celebration 
was saved for the deaths of Bill Graham and 
Jerry Garcia. The statues made by the Love 
Generation were more convenient to topple 
than police stations or World Trade buildings. 

By 1996 a weird off-beat anniversary of our 
parent's youth was scheduled. The Democrats 
were having a convention in Chicago for the 
first time since the disastrous convention 
protests in 1968. ‘68 went so badly it could be 
argued that it gave the seat of government to 
the reactionary wing for the next 8 years — 
and then 12 years more in the 80’s. The image 
of uncouth protesters facing off against the 
naked violence of the Chicago police and US 
Military is considered a high water mark for 
domestic radicalism. Many people who were 
previously eager about the country and its 
future walked on from Chicago ‘68 hating the 
government, the police, the courts and 
dismissing the whole American system as 
unreformable. 

The hippie protesters of ‘68 planned their 


presence to be a Festival of Life; a marriage of 
sorts between the Heads and Fists. This 
unification of dropouts with those who were 
engaged in active resistance seemed 
inevitable and held promise to gather 
enormous numbers of people to create a 
splendid pageant. The rising tide determined to 
change the dialog of the country and inspire 
utopian dreams to counter what was really 
happening on the main stage - the Festival of 
Death. But the forces of control and coercion 
robbed the show as it tends to do making the 
gathering in Chicago the year’s top televised 
crisis. Just another distraction until rock- 



Manson Family and the SLA — and put people 
back in line hating dropouts and freaks. 


The return of presidential shell games to 
Chicago in '96 meant some sort of sequel was 
being played out. The static buzzing from the 
media made comparisons to the much 
publicize fracas of the 1960’s. Cops were said 
to have buttons that read, “I beat up your dad 
in '68" or some mentally ill thing like it. The 
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by Kris Hermes 

Around the turn of the century, we saw a 
concerted effort by the state to stifle dissent. In 
the late 1990s, a new way of handling political 
protest was developed for milestone events of 
national importance, like the quadrennial 
Republican and Democratic conventions. 
Adopted by executive order under President 
Clinton, then later passed by Congress, the 
designation of National Special Security Event 
(NSSE) establishes a robust law enforcement 
apparatus with the FBI and U.S. Secret 
Service at the top of a multi-agency pyramid 
aimed at controlling free expression. 

With the advent of the Global Justice 
movement and the effective protests in Seattle 
during the 1999 meetings of the World Trade 
Organization, a renewed focus on suppressing 
street actions and a new model for policing 
protest was born. 

The 2000 Republican convention protests in 
Philadelphia gave then-Police Commissioner 
John Timoney the opportunity to develop this 
new policing model which is still used today. 
Coined by social scientists as a form of 
“Strategic Incapacitation," the model uses a set 
of tactics that deliberately chills dissent, 
including heavy surveillance and infiltration, 
denial of protest permits, preemptive raids and 
arrests, indiscriminate police violence, mass 
unlawful arrests, and forms of preventive 
detention such as overcharging, high bail, and 
keeping activists detained longer than allowed 
under the rules of habeas corpus. 

After becoming the Miami Police Chief in 
200 J, Timoney oversaw one of the most brutal 
responses to political protest in modem history 


demonstrations that year. Miami Mayor Manny 
Diaz called Timoney’s policing approach a 
“model for homeland security,” ushering in the 
repressive “Miami Model” which has been 
used to great effect ever since. 

So, what does this mean for social 
movements and summit protests today? 

Although the NSSE designation was not 
used against the Occupy Wall Street 
movement, nor has it been used against Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) demonstrations, the 
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militancy of these movements has been 
effective enough for the state to try to control 
and suppress them. 

The police response to BLM activists has 
caused the movement to use more creative 
strategies and tactics in order to push back 
against such repression, including a 
proliferation of “cop-watching,” ongoing 
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unannounced mass civil disobedience on 
freeways and roadways across the country, 
and an unwillingness to be co-opted by 
established political and religious 
organizations. 

The Republican and Democratic National 
Conventions in Cleveland and Philadelphia this 
July will likely see the intersection of BLM-led 
protests and the NSSE law enforcement 
apparatus. There’s already been evidence of 





police spying on BLM activists, and it’s certain 
to get worse as the conventions approach. We 
will also see actions by the “Climate Justice” 
movement and, if militant enough, will 
undoubtedly draw an aggressive response 
from the state. 

In the past, activists have relied on the 
element of “spectacle” at summit protests— 


rapt attention— to broadcast the issues of the 
day. However, given the vast resources of the 
state and the increasingly repressive tactics 
used against dissidents, summit protests like 
the upcoming RNC and DNC must seize on 
more than just spectacle. Activist strategies 
and tactics need to be more innovative, 
confrontational and resistant to repression. We 
have to find ways to be in true solidarity with 
each other. Those with privilege need to better 
use their socio-economic positions for the 
benefit of others, especially activists who are 
commonly targeted by police such as known 
organizers, people of color, immigrants, and 
queer/trans folk. 

The upcoming RNC and DNC also hold the 
opportunity to involve and engage people who 
live in areas surrounding the convention sites. 
Although it may be more work, we must 
endeavor to make connections between the 
millions spent by host cities (i.e. the taxpayers) 
and the failure to spend needed funds on their 
deteriorating social infrastructures. 

Often missed by protest organizers is the 
network of labor needed to successfully host 
conventions and the inherent opportunity to 
involve and agitate workers who have the 
collective strength to withhold labor and/or 
sabotage the efforts of the political eli‘ 
Whether it’s bus drivers, food preparers a. 
servers, or hotel workers, the opportunity \ 
agitate can and should be exploited. 

So, this summer don't just join a march or 
rally. Use your political capital to resist the 
inevitably repressive response by police and 
push the envelope by designing ways of using 
the convention protests to truly advance our 
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Adopted by executive order under President 
Clinton, then later passed by Congress, the 
designation of National Special Security Event 
(NSSE) establishes a robust law enforcement 
apparatus with the FBI and U.S. Secret 
Service at the top of a multi-agency pyramid 
aimed at controlling free expression. 

With the advent of the Global Justice 
movement and the effective protests in Seattle 
during the 1999 meetings of the World Trade 
Organization, a renewed focus on suppressing 
street actions and a new model for policing 
protest was born. 

The 2000 Republican convention protests in 
Philadelphia gave then-Police Commissioner 
John Timoney the opportunity to develop this 
new policing model which is still used today. 
Coined by social scientists as a form of 
“Strategic Incapacitation," the model uses a set 
of tactics that deliberately chills dissent, 
including heavy surveillance and infiltration, 
denial of protest permits, preemptive raids and 
arrests, indiscriminate police violence, mass 
unlawful arrests, and forms of preventive 
detention such as overcharging, high bail, and 
keeping activists detained longer than allowed 
under the rules of habeas corpus. 

After becoming the Miami Police Chief in 
200 j, Timoney oversaw one of the most brutal 
responses to political protest in modem history 
during the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
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Although the NSSE designation was not 
used against the Occupy Wall Street 
movement, nor has it been used against Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) demonstrations, the 


July will likely see the intersection of BLM-led 
protests and the NSSE law enforcement 
apparatus. There’s already been evidence of 
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militancy of these movements has been* 
effective enough for the state to try to control 
and suppress them. 

The police response to BLM activists has 
caused the movement to use more creative 
strategies and tactics in order to push back 
against such repression, including a 
proliferation of “cop-watching,” ongoing 
protests at police stations and precincts, 


police spying on BLM activists, and it’s certain 
to get worse as the conventions approach. We 
will also see actions by the “Climate Justice” 
movement and, if militant enough, will 
undoubtedly draw an aggressive response 
from the state. 

In the past, activists have relied on the 
element of “spectacle” at summit protests— 
dozens of TV News cameras and the public’s 


confrontational and resistant to repression. We 
have to find ways to be in true solidarity with 
each other. Those with privilege need to better 
use their socio-economic positions for the 
benefit of others, especially activists who are 
commonly targeted by police such as known 
organizers, people of color, immigrants, and 
queer/trans folk. 

The upcoming RNC and DNC also hold the 
opportunity to involve and engage people who 
live in areas surrounding the convention sites. 
Although it may be more work, we must 
endeavor to make connections between the 
millions spent by host cities (i.e. the taxpayers) 
and the failure to spend needed funds on their 
deteriorating social infrastructures. 

Often missed by protest organizers is the 
network of labor needed to successfully host 
conventions and the inherent opportunity to 
involve and agitate workers who have the 
collective strength to withhold labor and/or 
sabotage the efforts of the political eli 4 
Whether it’s bus drivers, food preparers a 
servers, or hotel workers, the opportunity L 
agitate can and should be exploited. 

So, this summer don’t just join a march or 
rally. Use your political capital to resist the 
inevitably repressive response by police and 
push the envelope by designing ways of using 
the convention protests to truly advance our 
movements for social change. 
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message was that people not buying into the 
game should fear reprisals. The punk scene 
made for more dynamic options than just 
laughing off the spectacle and staying home, 
there was a little nudge to take the stage rather 
than complain about the show. 

The Bay Area not only had a healthy punk 
and protest scene, it had an alien visit in 1989 
in the form of an Anarchist Gathering. The 
space creatures who arrived that summer set 
up camp next to and within the punk scene (as 
well as the existing anarchist, activist and 

various scenes of freaksV The makeiin of the 


came well after this burst of energy but with a 
twist. The space ship Anarchist Convention 
was making another landing — promising 
more than just dull protests. The portals 
opened once again for freaks and people of 
strange intelligence to gather. 

I hadn’t planned on attending but was 
offered a seat with some friends who were. 
Little did I know so many people from my 
scene (or my scene to come) were going and 
we managed to change the make up of people 
on the streets of the Windy City. My posse 
made a stOD at Minneaoolis Iona enounh for 
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wealthy playgrounds. The vibrant street activity 
reminded me of familiar locales like Telegraph 
Ave or the Mission District, a multi-ethnic 
• universe in defiance of the city’s segregated 
lines. We passed a Slam Poetry reading, 
which at the time was still underground and a 
little dangerous. It is unfortunate our group 
wasn't distributing a message to take with us 
on the streets like; “Fuck the Democrats”, or 
“Anarchy Now!” That would’ve elevated us 
from being badly dressed tourists. We were 
new to town without a plan and without much 
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news was that the Grey Men in Grey Suits 
came up with “Free Speech Zones” for us, that 
quickly was renamed “Protest Pens”. They are 
what they sound like; a fenced-off cube, but 
miles away from the eyes of the public or 
delegates or perhaps even God if such a thing 
existed. The “Protest Pens” most resembled 
an out door prison cell. Thankfully our march 
didn’t enter the cage and drink the Kool Aid. 
The rest of the time we kept on marching 
without permits, which in itself brings a certain 
satisfaction. I don’t really recall any dramatic 


during the Free Trade Area of the Americas protests at police stations and precincts, dozens of TV News cameras and the public’s movements for social change. 
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message was that people not buying into the 
game should fear reprisals. The punk scene 
made for more dynamic options than just 
laughing off the spectacle and staying home, 
there was a little nudge to take the stage rather 
than complain about the show. 

The Bay Area not only had a healthy punk 
and protest scene, it had an alien visit in 1989 
in the form of an Anarchist Gathering. The 
space creatures who arrived that summer set 
up camp next to and within the punk scene (as 
well as the existing anarchist, activist and 
various scenes of freaks). The makeup of the 
community forever changed. A fiery charge 
was taken to the normal cycle of local protests. 



Many in the punk scene like myself were 
drawn to the vortex like the sudden arrival of a 
circle pit when a good tune starts up. Protests 
locally against the University, the police, war 
and racism sparked interest and passion into 
issues just outside of our reach. The calls to 
protect old growth redwood trees, Native cattle 
rights in Arizona or to confront white 
supremacist circle jerks suddenly had more car 
pools to choose from. Chicago’s 2 nd DNC 


came well after this burst of energy but with a 
twist. The space ship Anarchist Convention 
was making another landing — promising 
more than just dull protests. The portals 
opened once again for freaks and people of 
strange intelligence to gather. 

I hadn’t planned on attending but was 
offered a seat with some friends who were. 
Little did I know so many people from my 
scene (or my scene to come) were going and 
we managed to change the make up of people 
on the streets of the Windy City. My posse 
made a stop at Minneapolis long enough for 
me to get a good idea of the town. We visited 
the Profane Existence store/operation. That 
seemed like a good idea and thereby raised 
that organization out of abstraction for me. 
Maybe more people should pay visits to the 
DIY projects clogging the air space and get a 
feel of where they are coming from. After 
passing through Wisconsin for the first time we 
entered into the bosom of tall buildings that is 
Chicago. By nightfall we were in the desolate 
warehouse district where the convergence site 
was for protesters and other malcontents. The 
feelings of alienation that comes with a strange 
land scattered when I encountered my martial 
arts teacher at the door greeting new arrivals. 

The convergence site doubled as Active 
Resistance, not quite a Festival of Life but at 
least ground zero for workshops and 
discussions. Building up to the days of the 
Convention across town were events outside 
and inside the warehouse. I think we were also 
permitted to sleep there or nearby. This 
allowed us to romp around town for a minute. I 
got to see Neurosis, a Bay Area band, play a 
small space that was so tightly packed the 
walls sweated as much as the people did. This 
was in the Wicker Park neighborhood, before it 
transformed like so many places into exclusive 



wealthy playgrounds. The vibrant street activity 
reminded me of familiar locales like Telegraph 
Ave or the Mission District, a multi-ethnic 
universe in defiance of the city’s segregated 
lines. We passed a Slam Poetry reading, 
which at the time was still underground and a 
little dangerous. It is unfortunate our group 
wasn’t distributing a message to take with us 
on the streets like; “Fuck the Democrats”, or 
“Anarchy Now!” That would’ve elevated us 
from being badly dressed tourists. We were 
new to town without a plan and without much 
purpose. Our politics lacked acumen and that 
certain kind of insanity that can get away with 
tampering the line to incarceration. 

Eventually the convergence space became 
insanely busy. A day of workshops came 
before the days of marches and actions. The 


news was that the Grey Men in Grey Suits 
came up with “Free Speech Zones” for us, that 
quickly was renamed “Protest Pens”. They are 
what they sound like; a fenced-off cube, but 
miles away from the eyes of the public or 
delegates or perhaps even God if such a thing 
existed. The “Protest Pens” most resembled 
an out door prison cell. Thankfully our march 
didn’t enter the cage and drink the Kool Aid. 
The rest of the time we kept on marching 
without permits, which in itself brings a certain 
satisfaction. I don’t really recall any dramatic 
window breakings or burning dumpsters which 
we would see in 1999 in Seattle. 

The police did raid the warehouse as well as 
the Seeds of Peace kitchen that committed the 
crime of feeding the anarchist convergence. 


This heavy-handed tactic would continue into 

Many in the punir scene litre myself were 
drawn to the vortex litre the sudden arrival 
of a circle pit when a good tune starts up. 


warehouse became intoxicating as several 
rooms offered simultaneous activities. I 
wandered into a train hopping presentation 
and the room was filled mostly with traveling 
kids (later to be called “Crusties”). At the 
center was a normie looking guy renowned for 
assembling the crew change guide for the 
United Stated and Canada. I was drawn into 
his style of talking and experience, as well as 
the collective intelligence of the people in the 
room. Still while learning delicious info about 
free travel I was missing about 4 other really 
interesting talks and activities in nearby rooms. 

Later I went on one of the marches. The 
police didn’t charge us like expected. They did 
out number us in obscene proportions. The big 


the next decade with confiscation of puppets 
and protest signs as alleged threats to order. 
The dominant culture made sure no organized 
resistance would step from the shadows of the 
monuments, be it government or the social 
movements of the past. Active Resistance did 
not live up to the Festival of Life. But it can be 
said that something as compelling came with 
the social ties people made and lessons 
learned that would inform later fights. The 
people who attended the anti-convention in 
Chicago were on hand for the highly publicized 
fights of subsequent years. More important 
they returned to their communities doing small 
things of consequence. 
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game should fear reprisals. The punk scene 
made for more dynamic options than just 
laughing off the spectacle and staying home, 
there was a little nudge to take the stage rather 
than complain about the show. 

The Bay Area not only had a healthy punk 
and protest scene, it had an alien visit in 1989 
in the form of an Anarchist Gathering. The 
space creatures who arrived that summer set 
up camp next to and within the punk scene (as 
well as the existing anarchist, activist and 
various scenes of freaks). The makeup of the 
community forever changed. A fiery charge 
was taken to the normal cycle of local protests. 
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issues just outside of our reach. The calls to 
protect old growth redwood trees, Native cattle 
rights in Arizona or to confront white 
supremacist circle jerks suddenly had more car 
pools to choose from. Chicago’s 2 nd DNC 


came well after this burst of energy but with a 
twist. The space ship Anarchist Convention 
was making another landing — promising 
more than just dull protests. The portals 
opened once again for freaks and people of 
strange intelligence to gather. 

I hadn’t planned on attending but was 
offered a seat with some friends who were. 
Little did I know so many people from my 
scene (or my scene to come) were going and 
we managed to change the make up of people 
on the streets of the Windy City. My posse 
made a stop at Minneapolis long enough for 
me to get a good idea of the town. We visited 
the Profane Existence store/operation. That 
seemed like a good idea and thereby raised 
that organization out of abstraction for me. 
Maybe more people should pay visits to the 
DIY projects clogging the air space and get a 
feel of where they are coming from. After 
passing through Wisconsin for the first time we 
entered into the bosom of tall buildings that is 
Chicago. By nightfall we were in the desolate 
warehouse district where the convergence site 
was for protesters and other malcontents. The 
feelings of alienation that comes with a strange 
land scattered when I encountered my martial 
arts teacher at the door greeting new arrivals. 

The convergence site doubled as Active 
Resistance, not quite a Festival of Life but at 
least ground zero for workshops and 
discussions. Building up to the days of the 
Convention across town were events outside 
and inside the warehouse. I think we were also 
permitted to sleep there or nearby. This 
allowed us to romp around town for a minute. I 
got to see Neurosis, a Bay Area band, play a 
small space that was so tightly packed the 
walls sweated as much as the people did. This 
was in the Wicker Park neighborhood, before it 
transformed like so many places into exclusive 
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reminded me of familiar locales like Telegraph 
Ave or the Mission District, a multi-ethnic 
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lines. We passed a Slam Poetry reading, 
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little dangerous. It is unfortunate our group 
wasn’t distributing a message to take with us 
on the streets like; “Fuck the Democrats", or 
“Anarchy Now!” That would’ve elevated us 
from being badly dressed tourists. We were 
new to town without a plan and without much 
purpose. Our politics lacked acumen and that 
certain kind of insanity that can get away with 
tampering the line to incarceration. 

Eventually the convergence space became 
insanely busy. A day of workshops came 
before the days of marches and actions. The 


news was that the Grey Men in Grey Suits 
came up with “Free Speech Zones” for us, that 
quickly was renamed “Protest Pens”. They are 
what they sound like; a fenced-off cube, but 
miles away from the eyes of the public or 
delegates or perhaps even God if such a thing 
existed. The “Protest Pens” most resembled 
an out door prison cell. Thankfully our march 
didn’t enter the cage and drink the Kool Aid. 
The rest of the time we kept on marching 
without permits, which in itself brings a certain 
satisfaction. I don’t really recall any dramatic 
window breakings or burning dumpsters which 
we would see in 1999 in Seattle. 

The police did raid the warehouse as well as 
the Seeds of Peace kitchen that committed the 
crime of feeding the anarchist convergence. 
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warehouse became intoxicating as several 
rooms offered simultaneous activities. I 
wandered into a train hopping presentation 
and the room was filled mostly with traveling 
kids (later to be called “Crusties”). At the 
center was a normie looking guy renowned for 
assembling the crew change guide for the 
United Stated and Canada. I was drawn into 
his style of talking and experience, as well as 
the collective intelligence of the people in the 
room. Still while learning delicious info about 
free travel I was missing about 4 other really 
interesting talks and activities in nearby rooms. 

Later I went on one of the marches. The 
police didn’t charge us like expected. They did 
out number us in obscene proportions. The big 


the next decade with confiscation of puppets 
and protest signs as alleged threats to order. 
The dominant culture made sure no organized 
resistance would step from the shadows of the 
monuments, be it government or the social 
movements of the past. Active Resistance did 
not live up to the Festival of Life. But it can be 
said that something as compelling came with 
the social ties people made and lessons 
learned that would inform later fights. The 
people who attended the anti-convention in 
Chicago were on hand for the highly publicized 
fights of subsequent years. More important 
they returned to their communities doing small 
things of consequence. 
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By Derek Minno-Bloom 

I moved to New York City (Algonquin and 
Lenni Lenape Territory) in late 2003. The 
NYPD’s stop and frisk program was going I 
strong. It was a time when quality of life I 
policies and keeping the streets clean of folks I 
experiencing homelessness were morel 
prominent than the city's history of movement! 
politics and culture, but there were still some I 
burning embers in the streets left over from the I 
largest global protest in world history against| 
the Iraq War on February 15, 2003. 

Those embers were easily fanned when the I 
Republican Party decided to have thel 
Republican National Convention in New Yorkl 
City from August 26 to 31 in 2004. The RNC I 
could not have come to a city less welcoming I 
than New York City. The party clearly wanted I 
to play off of the momentum of 9/11 and thel 
importance of the “War on Terror’’ by coming to| 
the city were it all started. 

Over 30,000 NYPD officers were ordered to I 
Manhattan to confront RNC protesters and tol 
protect the delegates coming to thel 
convention. There were more police ini 
Manhattan at that time than US soldiers whol 
were sent into Afghanistan during thel 
beginning of Operation Enduring Freedom ini 
2003. NYC felt like it was under militaryl 
occupation during that week of August, but as 
the Black Liberation Army once said, 
“Repression breeds resistance.” Anywhere! 
from 500,000-800,000 people showed up tol 
protest that week, making it the largest protest I 
of a presidential convention ever. Protesters! 
also set a record that week. Over 1 ,800 people! 
were arrested, making it the most arrests at a 
convention in US her/history. 


That week I got arrested three times. With 
hundreds of others, I was thrown into an oily I 
boat warehouse, where we tipped over porta- 1 
| potties and ripped the chain-link and barbed | 


NYC has ever seen. New York City felt alive 
I again for one week that August. 

Another amazing part of the convergence in 
|NYC that week was that the politics of | 
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I wire fence, which they had constructed I 
I specifically for us, out of the ground. I rodel 
I with 6,000 other Critical Mass bike riders. I 
I There were constant direct actions and rallies 
■going on. For a while it felt like the ‘60s I had I 
I read about. Everybody was in the streets ini 
I protest. It felt like there were hundreds of I 
I banner drops, and an uncountable number of I 
I protesters got into the convention to disrupt it. f 
I A diversity of tactics was certainly seen from! 
[broken windows and arson to street theater! 
and all kinds of civil disobedience and traffic! 
blocking and some of the largest marches 
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, intersectionality met the practice. Still We Rise] 
and the Poor People’s Economic Campaign 
marched and organized against systemic | 
racism and classism. The AIDS Coalition to 
Un-Leash Power (ACT-UP) did a naked civil 
disobedience while chanting for the US to drop 
■the debt of foreign countries and to reduce 


SB XfiA 



AIDS. The Queer Fist affinity group did a 
make-out sit-in in Times Square for queer and 
trans rights. Many groups protested global 
.capitalism and US imperialism, while many 
1 radical groups protested the entire existence of 
the US as a violent and illegal settler colonial 
I state. 

There were two main goals during the RNC 
I convergence, either to shut the convention 
down and send the Republicans packing or to 
make the RNC feel unwelcome in the NYC. 
We certainly accomplished the second goal. I 
probably have never felt as empowered as I 
did that week, with all two million of us who 
| showed up to protest. 

I was recently forced to look back on that 
| RNC twelve years ago, when I received a 
pretty large check in 2015 from the City of New 
York, finally settling the last class-action 
lawsuit I was involved in from 2004, 
concerning the conditions of the holding 
facilities they kept us in. That convergence 
was what really politicized me. I truly believe 
that because of that convergence I am still an 
activist today. The memories from the 
collective power we all had was a glimpse that 
another world is possible in a US context. The 
anger I felt toward the NYPD’s unjust policing 
practices and the collective rage I felt with 
others against the US government during the 
RNC are still burning within me today. I got to 
deeply experience with millions of others that I 
was not alone, that others believed in the 
I words of Martin Luther King Jr. when he said, 
]"An injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
* everywhere.” So if you’re thinking of going out 
to or organizing at the RNC or the DNC this 
year, I highly recommend it. 


Over 30,000 NYPD officers were ordered to 
Manhattan to confront RNC protesters and to 
protect the delegates coming to the 
convention. There were more police in 
Manhattan at that time than US soldiers who 
were sent into Afghanistan during the 
beginning of Operation Enduring Freedom in 
2003. NYC felt like it was under military 
occupation during that week of August, but as 
the Black Liberation Army once said, 
“Repression breeds resistance.” Anywhere 
from 500,000-800,000 people showed up to 
protest that week, making it the largest protest 
of a presidential convention ever. Protesters 
also set a record that week. Over 1,800 people 
were arrested, making it the most arrests at a 
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facilities they kept us in. That convergence 
was what really politicized me. I truly believe 
that because of that convergence I am still an 
activist today. The memories from the 
collective power we all had was a glimpse that 
another world is possible in a US context. The 
anger I felt toward the NYPD’s unjust policing 
practices and the collective rage I felt with 
others against the US government during the 
RNC are still burning within me today. I got to 
deeply experience with millions of others that I 
was not alone, that others believed in the 
[words of Martin Luther King Jr. when he said, 
I “An injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
' everywhere.” So if you’re thinking of going out 
to or organizing at the RNC or the DNC this 
year, I highly recommend it. 
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By Fallen Flower 

I was doing okay five years ago. I had 
steady employment as a teacher, and was 
training to start a new job when the shutdown 
of Occupy Oakland happened, and some high- 
born roommates in my co-op insisted that I join 
their group at the protest that day. 

I just moved in, and hadn’t told my 
roommates about my past: That I had grown 
up in low-income housing and had spent 
nearly a year homeless as a teenager. Sure 
I’d made it through college and must have, but 



to surface in some way employers aren’t cool 
with. One boss for example had a habit of 
grabbing people's shoulders from behind arid 
shaking them. Another boss became distrustful 
of me after I turned down an offer to join him 
and a local police chief for dinner. 

An irrational side of me blames my former 
housemates for my PTSD. But I know it's not 
their fault. Sure, I was bullied into going down 
to the protest that day. But who could have 
guessed the police would have turned Oakland 


Perhaps this is how oppression works: 
o cycle of one heart 
beino calcified after another 


I was still struggling every day to create a 
sense of personal safety in my life. 

One of the roommates, a Yale graduate, sat 
down next to me a few hours after the Occupy 
shutdown, and told me if I didn’t got down to 
protest it, I was “part of the problem,” that I 
would regret it years later. She was quite 
persistent, and not willing to let it go until I 
agreed to go with her. 
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into a firestorm? The things that happened 
that night were staged, I believe, with the intent 
to traumatize people. It is crazy-making to 
have fireworks shot at your head. Or lead- 
filled beanbags. Or tear gas. Other cities use 
pepper spray, but (at least in 2011) Oakland 
was the only city in the country using actual 
tear gas, even though it’s known to contain 
chemicals that specifically harm women and 
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Actording to information released a few 
months later (see below), the shutdown of 
Occupy camps around the country was a 
coordinated effort between the FBI and big 
banks. That was why the shutdowns were 
almost simultaneous across the country, rather 
than different cities shutting down camps at 
their own rates, or not shutting their camps 
down at all. The banks used the police to 
harm and terrorize American citizens. How 
can I face a classroom of students after what 
I’ve seen? What do I say to them about the 
society in which they live? 

I’m not in touch with my old roommates 
anymore, but if I were, I wish I'd told them to 
fuck off that night, rather than letting myself get 
bullied into going so that shutdown protest. I 
wish I had set better boundaries. Maybe they 
also got traumatized. But all of them had 
families to rely on and moneyed support 
networks, which helped them to emotionally 
recover afterwards, sending them on 
expensive vacations, helping them talk through 
their feelings, paying for their therapy and yoga 
classes. As for me, I'm a kite without a string. 
I didn’t have the network or money to recover, 
to build my life back. 

If there is one thing I want people to know: If 
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in which, directs people away from recovering, 
people start to politically bully others. 

Later, when I tried to talk to the woman who 
pressured me into going to the protest, she 
shut me down as I tried to talk about my 
emotions and showed me video footage of a 
horrific New Orleans City Council Meeting 
she'd experienced in which the police tasered 
members of the public who were attempting to 
speak about a shady gentrification. I felt for 
her, having experienced such an awful 
moment of state violence— I could hear her 
voice screaming in the video as a reverend 
was being tasered in city hall— but her 
bitterness about that event, and about the 
futility of the eventual loss of all those people’s 
homes, this made it hard for her to hear me as 
I tried to voice my pain. I’m sure my bitterness 
and PTSD after the OO shutdown likewise 
made it hard for me to hear others. Perhaps 
this is how oppression works: a cycle of one 
heart being calcified after another. 

Now our nation is in a state of dire poverty, 
with more than 50% of Americans holding less 
than $1000 to their names. The big banks 
have continued to do the same type of risky 
lending that caused the housing crisis, and 
schools, hospitals, and all social services are 
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S I was doing okay five years ago. I had 
V steady employment as a teacher, and was 
^ training to start a new job when the shutdown 
J of Occupy Oakland happened, and some high- 
y born roommates in my co-op insisted that I join 
^ their group at the protest that day. 

^ I just moved in, and hadn’t told my 
^ roommates about my past: That I had grown 
S up in low-income housing and had spent 
N nearly a year homeless as a teenager. Sure 


I’d made it through college and must have, but 


to surface in some way employers aren’t cool 
with. One boss for example had a habit of 
grabbing people’s shoulders from behind arid 
shaking them. Another boss became distrustful 
of me after I turned down an offer to join him 
and a local police chief for dinner. 

An irrational side of me blames my former 
housemates for my PTSD. But I know it’s not 
their fault. Sure, I was bullied into going down 
to the protest that day. But who could have 
guessed the police would have turned Oakland 


Perhaps this is how oppression works, 
a cycle of one heart 

bom calcified after another 


I was still struggling every day to create a 
sense of personal safety in my life. 

One of the roommates, a Yale graduate, sat 
down next to me a few hours after the Occupy 
shutdown, and told me if I didn’t got down to 
protest it, I was “part of the problem,” that I 
would regret it years later. She was quite 
persistent, and not willing to let it go until I 
agreed to go with her. 

At the protest, we met up with other 
roommates, and after enduring a round of 
teargas and flash bang grenades, they all left. 
One of them asked if I was coming with them 
as they headed to BART, but my brain wasn't 
able to make sense of his words. I wandered 
around the mayhem for hours after that, trying 
to regain my bearings, to regain my sense of 
reality. 

In the five years since that night, I’ve dealt 
with severe PTSD, such as anxiety attacks, 


V flashbacks, and suddenly going into shock. 


tried going back to work as a teacher after the 
incident, but for the first time ever, I 
emotionally broke down in the classroom and I 
haven’t been able to face a classroom of 
students since. Something in me broke that 
night. I’ve tried holding down other jobs, but 
can’t keep them for long, as my anxiety tends 


into a firestorm? The things that happened 
that night were staged, I believe, with the intent 
to traumatize people. It is crazy-making to 
have fireworks shot at your head. Or lead- 
filled beanbags. Or tear gas. Other cities use 
pepper spray, but (at least in 2011) Oakland 
was the only city in the country using actual 
tear gas, even though it’s known to contain 
chemicals that specifically harm women and 
can lead to mischarges, birth defeats, and 
reproductive problems. 

Flashbacks from that night haunt me 
everyday. I get the shakes. My guts tense up. 
Sometimes I vomit. A flashback hit me on the 
subway the other day and I vomited on the 
empty seat next to me. 

The police turned Oakland into a hell-scape. 

I saw an elderly black man fall to the ground 
covered in his own pee, disoriented and 
humiliated as the yellow gas wafted all around. 

I saw a young blond man on the ground after 
he got hit in the head by one of the police 
projectiles. I later learned he was Scott Olsen, 
a military vet who had served 2 tours of duty in 
Iraq only to come back and get his head 
knocked in. Where I was standing that night, it 
looked like blood was dripping from Mr. 
Olsen's eye sockets. 


Acbording to information released a few 
months later (see below), the shutdown of 
Occupy camps around the country was a 
coordinated effort between the FBI and big 
banks. That was why the shutdowns were 
almost simultaneous across the country, rather 
than different cities shutting down camps at 
their own rates, or not shutting their camps 
down at all. The banks used the police to 
harm and terrorize American citizens. How 
can I face a classroom of students after what 
I've seen? What do I say to them about the 
society in which they live? 

I'm not in touch with my old roommates 
anymore, but if I were, I wish I’d told them to 
fuck off that night, rather than letting myself get 
bullied into going so that shutdown protest. I 
wish I had set better boundaries. Maybe they 
also got traumatized. But all of them had 
families to rely on and moneyed support 
networks, which helped them to emotionally 
recover afterwards, sending them on 
expensive vacations, helping them talk through 
their feelings, paying for their therapy and yoga 
classes. As for me, I’m a kite without a string. 

I didn’t have the network or money to recover, 
to build my life back. 

If there is one thing I want people to know: If 
someone isn’t emotionally ready to go to a 
protest, don’t twist their arm. Sure, they may 
seem like they have the same past and 
support network as you, but don’t assume. 


in which, directs people away from recovering, 
people start to politically bully others. 

Later, when I tried to talk to the woman who 
pressured me into going to the protest, she 
shut me down as I tried to talk about my 
emotions and showed me video footage of a 
horrific New Orleans City Council Meeting 
she'd experienced in which the police tasered 
members of the public who were attempting to 
speak about a shady gentrification. I felt for 
her, having experienced such an awful 
moment of state violence— I could hear her 
voice screaming in the video as a reverend 
was being tasered in city hall— but her 
bitterness about that event, and about the 
futility of the eventual loss of all those people’s 
homes, this made it hard for her to hear me as 
I tried to voice my pain. I’m sure my bitterness 
and PTSD after the 00 shutdown likewise 
made it hard for me to hear others. Perhaps 
this is how oppression works: a cycle of one 
heart being calcified after another. 

Now our nation is in a state of dire poverty, 
with more than 50% of Americans holding less 
than $1000 to their names. The big banks 
have continued to do the same type of risky 
lending that caused the housing crisis, and 
schools, hospitals, and all social services are 
being gutted and made private. Occupy didn’t 
change anything for the American poor, and 
the middle class has vanished. Many of us 
who tried to stop this downward spiral five 
years ago are still dealing with the trauma 


If someone isn 't emotionally ready to go 
to a protest, don 't twist their arm. 




Also, don’t pull someone into a protest unless 
you are ready to be there for them afterwards, 
and to keep an eye on their healing. I felt 
completely abandoned by my roommates, at 
the protest and after, as they continued to 
orate about the issues, rather than checking in 
in a meaningful way to see if everyone was 
really okay. This can create a cycle of trauma 


dealt to us in a rigged game played by 
corporations under the guise of the state. 
What do we do with al this hurt when more just 
keeps on coming? 

Learn more about the FBI & big bank 
coordination of the Occupy shutdowns: 
www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/de 
c/29/fbi-coordinated-crackdown-occupy 
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by Poll Cat 

Over the last half century, an incredible 
decision-making process has emerged known 
as consensus, a process based on the radical 
idea that the group will not move forward on a 
decision unless every member is on board. 
Blossoming out of the Free Speech Movement, 
consensus process has been adopted in 
homes, workplaces, collectives, and 
community organizations as a way to make 
decisions with less interference from pre- 
existing hierarchies such as race, class, age, 
and gender. Consensus isn’t perfect, but it 
creates a framework for problem solving that 
offers a model of greater equality than the “rule 
of the privileged” that tends to happen in small 
groups by default. 

Now, as consensus has expanded to 
countless spaces across the globe, it is a great 
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communities, and begin strategizing better to 
make decisions and solicit opinions on a 
massive scale. Because even if we try to 
ignore it, the large-scale political machine 
affects our daily lives in so many ways. The 
broken system of corporate-dominated voting 
and lobbying controls our resources and has a 
stranglehold on our ecology, education, 
healthcare, and so many other social services. 
If we can dream up new, better ways of 
gaining and responding to public opinion we 
may be able to more rapidly move towards a 
world with a healthier, more sustainable 
human presence. 

And, while Consensus works great in small, 
intimate groups, it becomes unwieldy on a 
large scale. This means we have to start 


how and when we solicit opinions. People 
could create their own opinion polls any time, 
soliciting others to respond to issues that might 
have been overlooked in our current (big- 
money-favoring) system of deciding what even 
gets to be presented to the public for voting. 
SPS could allow types of large-scale self- 
organizing without having a corporate filter 
between us and the opinions of others. It 
would be a move towards reimagining our 
society as one that is more responsive to each 
other’s needs, and with greater empowerment 
for those ready to voice the changes they want 
to see made. 

To help with the development of this project, 
please visit securepollingsystem.org or 
@SecurePolling on twitter. 

Liquid Democracy 

Imagine every aspect of decision-making is 
broken down by topic and region, and each of 
us has a vote within every topic in our 
respective regions. 

So, I’m going to get several education votes 
(a neighborhood one, a civic one, an eco- 



t owards large scale horizontal 
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How it works is you initially register with an 
office that verifies your identity. You then get a 
unique encryption key, allowing you to vote 
using your identity while simultaneously hiding 
your identity too. (Woo, encryption!) 

This polling software would be open-source, 
so anyone with a little coding knowledge could 
verify that it’s counting the votes properly, 
preventing the types of “glitches” found in 
closed-source voting software, such as during 
the 2004 election in which a “software glitch” in 
the public voting machines caused the 
Republican candidate to receive 4,258 votes in 
Franklin County, Ohio — where only 638 
people voted. 

With open source software, things like that 
wouldn’t happen, or at least they’d be a lot 
easier to catch ahead of time. 


Iceland shortly after their Revolution in 2009, 
and they discovered a problem: making all the 
decisions about everything takes hecka time. 
Like 6 hours a day or something. Who wants 
to spend all day voting? We still have to live 
our lives! So, hackers came up with a solution: 
what if you can give your vote away to 
someone else to vote in your place? This is 
why it's call Liquid Demoracy. You get to 
move your votes around. 

So, for example, I might give all of my 
education votes to my sister, who’s a teacher, 
and is already researching the issues in 
education. And I might give my arts votes to 
my artist friend. And I might give my 
transportation votes to Jesse Palmer of 
Slingshot, who has an awesome grand vision 
to revise the transportation system to make 
everywhere accessible by a train-to-bicycle 
infrastructure. 

In the meantime, I will keep my civic 
planning vote, because I’m personally involved 
with work to create community farms and 
develop a resilient local food supply. In fact, 
this is a topic I want to devote myself to, so I 
might try to gather lots of other people’s votes 


what’s going down in education, art, etc. Also, 
all the decisions I make are viewable by 
anyone whose vote I hold, so there’s a level of 
transparency. I’ll also have daily video blogs 
explaining my decisions so members of the 
public can better understand the work I’m 
doing. 

Liquid Democracy represents a radical 
restricting of the social order, and it would also 
drastically change the media surrounding 
politics. The great thing about this voting 
system is it keeps public decision-making very 
public, and, in moments in which you’ve 
decided to let yourself be represented by 
someone, you have a great deal of power over 
how long that person may represent you. 

It is a model of decision-making that better 
matches a society with our communication 
technology, and also helps avoid corruption in 
politics by preventing the existence of 
entrenched figures who you’re stuck with as 
representatives for 2-4+ years no matter what 
how shitty their decisions are after they are in 
office. Liquid Democracy means politicians 
have to represent their constituents, or they 
lose them immediately. 
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on it. I’ll put up fliers and speak at public 
meetings. As people give me their urban 
planning votes, my voting power might jump 
from 1 vote to 300 to 30,000 in local and 
national urban planning. This gives me a lot of 


Sure, this system has flaws, but nothing 
compared to the present system of political 
oligarchy. 

Liquid democracy software called “Liquid 
Feedback” is now beina used on a small-scale 
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outwards, gazing past the edges oT our 
communities, and begin strategizing better to 
make decisions and solicit opinions on a 
massive scale. Because even if we try to 
ignore it, the large-scale political machine 
affects our daily lives in so many ways. The 
broken system of corporate-dominated voting 
and lobbying controls our resources and has a 
stranglehold on our ecology, education, 
healthcare, and so many other social services. 

If we can dream up new, better ways of 
gaining and responding to public opinion we 
may be able to more rapidly move towards a 
world with a healthier, more sustainable 
human presence. 

And, while Consensus works great in small, 
intimate groups, it becomes unwieldy on a 
large scale. This means we have to start 
thinking outside the box and come up with 
some new tactics. Some groups have already 
started working on just that. 

Secure Polling System (SPS) 

For the last few years, Hackers in Oakland 
have been developing the early framework for 
an idea called Secure' Polling System. SPS 
would allow you to vote anonymously and 
securely, ensuring there’s exactly one vote per 
person. 


could create their own opinion polls any time, 
soliciting others to respond to issues that might 
have been overlooked in our current (big- 
money-favoring) system of deciding what even 
gets to be presented to the public for voting. 
SPS could allow types of large-scale self- 
organizing without having a corporate filter 
between us and the opinions of others. It 
would be a move towards reimagining our 
society as one that is more responsive to each 
other’s needs, and with greater empowerment 
for those ready to voice the changes they want 
to see made. 

To help with the development of this project, 
please visit securepollingsystem.org or 
@SecurePolling on twitter. 

Liquid Democracy 

Imagine every aspect of decision-making is 
broken down by topic and region, and each of 
us has a vote within every topic in our 
respective regions. 

So, I’m going to get several education votes 
(a neighborhood one, a civic one, an eco- 
regional one, a bioregional one, and a national 
one), several urban design votes (nbr’hd, civic, 
e'rgn, b’rgn, nat’l), and likewise I’d get votes in 
topics like the arts, means of production, 
commerce, ecology, health care, etc. The goal 
is to break down all the decisions presently 
made by elected officials and divide them into 
accessible, sensible categories in which every 
person has exactly one person’s say. 

A form of this governance was tried out in 


In the meantime, I will keep my civic 
planning vote, because I’m personally involved 
with work to create community farms and 
develop a resilient local food supply. In fact, 
this is a topic I want to devote myself to, so I 
might try to gather lots of other people’s votes 


entrenched figures who you’re stuck with as 
representatives for 24+ years no matter what 
how shitty their decisions are after they are in 
office. Liquid Democracy means politicians 
have to represent their constituents, or they 
lose them immediately. 



on it. I’ll put up fliers and speak at public 
meetings. As people give me their urban 
planning votes, my voting power might jump 
from 1 vote to 300 to 30,000 in local and 
national urban planning. This gives me a lot of 
say in every decision that goes through on this 
topic. People can take their vote back from me 
at any time if they don’t like a decision I made. 
To help keep my voters & the public up-to-date 
about how I’m using their vote, I might have a 
daily video blog in which I summarize all the 
decisions I made that day, and explain why I 
made them. I might also build coalitions with 
top voters in other categories, so to strategize 
how my urban planning decisions fit in with 


Sure, this system has flaws, but nothing 
compared to the present system of political 
oligarchy. 

Liquid democracy software called “Liquid 
Feedback” is now being used on a small-scale 
by the Pirate Party in parts of Germany, Italy, 
Austria, Norway, France, and the Netherlands 
(check it out at www.liquidfeedback.org). 
Spain, being Spain, has developed its own 
separate liquid democracy software which can 
be found at agoravoting.com. Coders in 
Belgium are still working on their liquid 
democracy software called “Get Opinionated,” 
and they are looking for help finishing it at 
github.com/getopinionated/. 
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By Melissa 

This is the story of a self-started food 
recovery program. It came into existence 
when I was working at a fancy bakery. The 
bakery was my first food service job and I was 
naively appalled by the amount of food, a lot of 
pastries and pizza, they threw out. Everyone 
else in the profession seemed unfazed. It’s 
the way things worked. Tired of seeing the 
food get thrown out, I started bringing the food 
to shelters and community organizations at the 
end of every night the bakery was open. 

On the surface this project seems like yet 
another landfill diversion initiative, an offspring 


the near same as making 10. So if they sold 
them all it would be double the profit. 

But back to doing art and doing-it-yourself. 
After a few weeks of working at the bakery and 
nightly drop-offs I tried getting the nearby 
shelter and Food Not Bombs group to pick-up 
the food, maybe one night a week. It didn’t 
work. There was too much bureaucracy at the 


night. There was a lot of rejection from places 
that supposedly existed to help, to the point 
where I finally decided to put up posters to find 
volunteers myself to pick-up food. 
Miraculously, people responded. 

Doing all this involved meeting a lot of 
people and I got really interested in the people 



them can be difficult when you have social 
anxiety. Here, art comes again to make up for 
what I lack. If I was interviewing them for my 
art project they would have to talk to me! I 
started a book documenting the folks who I 
thought were terribly fascinating (and would 
talk to me back). Among the interviews 
include the topics of: dumpster diving in 
Sweden, living up in the Northwest Territories, 
owning a bicycle delivery company, tomato 
tattoos, and of course, art making. 

The exchange of knowledge made the 
whole thing seem less like my energy was 
being put into shuttling food nightly and more 


started working on just that. 

Secure Polling System (SPS) 

For the last few years, Hackers in Oakland 
have been developing the early framework for 
an idea called Secure' Polling System. SPS 
would allow you to vote anonymously and 
securely, ensuring there’s exactly one vote per 
person 
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topics like the arts, means of production, 
commerce, ecology, health care, etc. The goal 
is to break down all the decisions presently 
made by elected officials and divide them into 
accessible, sensible categories in which every 
person has exactly one person’s say. 

A form of this governance was tried out in 



at any time if they don’t like a decision I made. 
To help keep my voters & the public up-to-date 
about how I’m using their vote, I might have a 
daily video blog in which I summarize all the 
decisions I made that day, and explain why I 
made them. I might also build coalitions with 
top voters in other categories, so to strategize 
how my urban planning decisions fit in with 


(check it out at www.liquidfeedback.org). 
Spain, being Spain, has developed its own 
separate liquid democracy software which can 
be found at agoravoting.com. Coders in 
Belgium are still working on their liquid 
democracy software called “Get Opinionated,” 
and they are looking for help finishing it at 
github.com/getopinionated/. 


By Melissa 

This is the story of a self-started food 
recovery program. It came into existence 
when I was working at a fancy bakery. The 
bakery was my first food service job and I was 
naively appalled by the amount of food, a lot of 
pastries and pizza, they threw out. Everyone 
else in the profession seemed unfazed. It’s 
the way things worked. Tired of seeing the 
food get thrown out, I started bringing the food 
to shelters and community organizations at the 
end of every night the bakery was open. 

On the surface this project seems like yet 
another landfill diversion initiative, an offspring 
of Food Not Bombs. Except what I really want 
to argue for in doing this writing is for art as an 
incentive for common good. A lot of people 
dismiss art as a luxury for the rich. However, 
my background is in art and in my art practice I 
have been trying to find some meaning in art- 
making that dispels this. My motivation for 
doing this project was to at first make it a 
performance art piece: the ritual of taking away 
the unsold food every night to somewhere it 
could get eaten. Without the motive of art I 
don’t think I would have bothered at all. 

Food waste is still such a hot button topic 
that there is a Wikipedia page for it. It totes 
well-advocated numbers like: one-third of all 
food produced for human consumption globally 
is lost or wasted (about 1.3 billion tons per 
year). I never had the nerve to ask my 
temperamental boss why so much extra food 
was consciously made. My one colleague, 
also a food service rookie, deduced it was 
because making 20 sandwiches probably cost 
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the near same as making 10. So if they sold 
them all it would be double the profit. 

But back to doing art and doing-it-yourself. 
After a few weeks of working at the bakery and 
nightly drop-offs I tried getting the nearby 
shelter and Food Not Bombs group to pick-up 
the food, maybe one night a week. It didn’t 
work. There was too much bureaucracy at the 


night. There was a lot of rejection from places 
that supposedly existed to help, to the point 
where I finally decided to put up posters to find 
volunteers myself to pick-up food. 
Miraculously, people responded. 

Doing all this involved meeting a lot of 
people and I got really interested in the people 



shelter and the local Food Not Bombs chapter 
at the time was chaired by passionate vegans 
so the dairy-filled bakery food was denied for 
serving. I tried contacting the biggest food 
recovery organization in the city to get some 
support - not a peep back. Too busy chasing 
bigger fish. Once in (one of many moments of) 
desperation I even asked a parking officer on 
the street near the bakery if he could pick-up 
food during his route. He awkwardly declined. 
Turns out they don’t do the same route every 


I was meeting. There were my bakery 
colleagues and the volunteer couriers. There 
were the folks at the bike co-op where the food 
went to every Friday for a free meal served 
Saturday. There were the front-line workers at 
the women’s shelter. One night when I offered 
food to someone working at the shelter she 
declined and explained to me she didn’t eat 
throughout her entire 12-hour overnight shelter 
shift. She only drank water. I was enraptured. 
Wanting to talk to people and leam more about 


them can be difficult when you have social 
anxiety. Here, art comes again to make up for 
what I lack. If I was interviewing them for my 
art project they would have to talk to me! I 
started a book documenting the folks who I 
thought were terribly fascinating (and would 
talk to me back). Among the interviews 
include the topics of: dumpster diving in 
Sweden, living up in the Northwest Territories, 
owning a bicycle delivery company, tomato 
tattoos, and of course, art making. 

The exchange of knowledge made the 
whole thing seem less like my energy was 
being put into shuttling food nightly and more 
like this exciting vehicle to connect with other 
human beings. Fighting capitalism can be 
desolate. It’s valuable to frame it in a way 
that’s less so and to be with others doing the 
same. Ultimately, I think the point of writing 
this is to share that if you are not satisfied or 
supported by existing nonprofit groups and 
have the time, energy and desire to do 
something small to resist oppression, you 
should do it yourself. I promise it’s worth 
whatever little time and energy you can 
compound into it. As individuals we are not 
powerless and, this is the most important thing 
I’ve learned, there will always be people 
wanting and ready to do the same. You just 
haven’t found each other yet. 


Slingshot free stuff 

We’ll send you a random assortment of back issues 
for the cost of postage. Send $3 for 2 lbs. Free if 
you're an infoshop or library . slingshot at tao.ca 
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By Victor Garcia, Kate Sharpley Library. 
Distributed by South Chicago Anarchist Black 
Cross PO Box 721 Homewood, IL 60430. 

This was my second time around reading 
this 'zine. It had been years and was well 
worth the refresher. The author, Victor Garcia, 
was a veteran of the Spanish Civil War, who 
continued the struggle even sneaking back into 
Spain in 1946 to support the Libertarian Youth, 
but was arrested and imprisoned before fleeing 
the country again. 

Starting with Denjiro Kotoku who had been 
a very active Marxist and comrade of Sen 
Katayama who, along with Asian Indian M.N. 
Roy had traveled through Latin America as 
communist organizers. This 'zine is full of 
fascinating connections like this! Kotoku was 
considered such a threat by the state they not 
only imprisoned him but killed him in 1911 
along with 11 of his comrades for allegedly 
planning a revolt. 

But as frequently happens after such waves 
of oppression, one of Kotoku's students, Sakai 
Osugi, picked up his gauntlet in the form of two 
of his mentor's publications, Kindai Shoso 
(Modern Thinking) and Heimin Shimbun 
(Common Man's Daily). Also like Kotoku, 
Osugi was a skilled linguist who went about 
making some major translations such as The 
Origin of Species by Charles Darwin and 
Mutual Aid by Peter Kropotkin. Though also 
similarly to Kotoku, the state considered him 
such a threat it killed him, albeit extra- 
judiciously. This was also part of a wave of 
oppression. A number of other libertarians and 
Koreans were also put to death. 

There is a series of brief biographies and 
descriptions of groups before the section about 
the third primary subject of the 'zine, Taiji 
Yamaga, who unlike the other two main 
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audioanarchy.org 

I know this ‘zine is a bit old, but it’s exciting 
because it’s about how Artnoose was 
introduced to Letters of Insurgents by Fredy 
Perlman. Not only did she read it, but went 
along to set up an Insurgent Summer reading 
group and helped make up an audio book of it 
posted on the Audio Anarchy website! 

The novel consists of letters between two 
comrades who participated in an anti- 
bureaucratic uprising in Eastern Europe during 
state communism, after one came to live in 
exile in the U$, and the other went to prison. 
Letters of Insurgents is the only audio book 
I’ve ever listened to. It will make vou want to 


ConSLGtUUiCEa 

By Steve Masover (344 pgs) (dually it j s 
Published by Salted Rose Press 0o/r ■ . .) 

A story about Bay Area anti-GMO direct 
action activists, Consequence is a little slow to 
start. But the story wraps you up in the 
personal lives of the characters and turns into 
an intense page turner before you know it. The 
characters are very believable and being a Bay 
Area activist myself, I kept finding myself 
wondering, "maybe that character is based on 
so and so..." Consequence is a great read. It 
brought tears to my eyes a couple of times and 
has a real twist at the end of the adventure. 
Highly recommend it!! (Kelly) 
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Issue 20: Up From Liberalism 

jacobinmag.com 388 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn, 
NY 11217 

Well written and sharply laid out cover to 
cover; Jacobin is a periodical from the Socialist 
camp(s) that is rare to me in that every article 
was solidly worth reading. 

Rooted in history and heavy on analysis, 
this issue of Jacobin didn't offer very much of 
an alternative to capitalism in general or social 
democracy and the Democratic Party in 
particular that it pretty thoroughly took apart. 

It reminds me of the old Socialist Alternative 
newspaper, Justice, around 2001 or so, only 
apparently, completely a media project. It also 
strikes me as politically similar to the 
International Socialist Organization around 
2004 in the sense that I wonder if they are 
Social Democrats or Trotskyists? Neither? 
Both? Without a doubt it is worth study and 
discussion, though I do wish they would be a 
little more up front about exactly where they 
are coming from. If I'm not mistaken, pg. 99 
holds the only explicit declaration of their 
Bolshevism, but even that is lacking. What 
exactly is "the thorough Bolshevization of 
American culture"? Like Socialism in general, 
the term means so many different things, it's 
almost meaningless without a definition. (A. 
Iwasa) 


* 1 bA B. OILLLS * 
COAUTIOM AGAINST 
RACJSM *• 'POi.lCT* 
BKUTAUTV -?B)iW>WERS 
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Memphis Black Autonomy Federation PO Box 
16382 Memphis, TN 38186-0382 Prisoners 
write: South Chicago ABC ‘Zine Distro PO Box 
721 Homewood, IL 60430 
Diverse writings by both prisoners and 
supporters. Race, class, gender and sexuality 
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Spain in 1946 to support the Libertarian Youth, 
but was arrested and imprisoned before fleeing 
the country again. 

Starting with Denjiro Kotoku who had been 
a very active Marxist and comrade of Sen 
Katayama who, along with Asian Indian M.N. 
Roy had traveled through Latin America as 
communist organizers. This 'zine is full of 
fascinating connections like this! Kotoku was 
considered such a threat by the state they not 
only imprisoned him but killed him in 1911 
along with 11 of his comrades for allegedly 
planning a revolt. 

But as frequently happens after such waves 
of oppression, one of Kotoku's students, Sakai 
Osugi, picked up his gauntlet in the form of two 
of his mentor's publications, Kindai Shoso 
(Modern Thinking) and Heimin Shimbun 
(Common Man's Daily). Also like Kotoku, 
Osugi was a skilled linguist who went about 
making some major translations such as The 
Origin of Species by Charles Darwin and 
Mutual Aid by Peter Kropotkin. Though also 
similarly to Kotoku, the state considered him 
such a threat it killed him, albeit extra- 
judiciously. This was also part of a wave of 
oppression. A number of other libertarians and 
Koreans were also put to death. 

There is a series of brief biographies and 
descriptions of groups before the section about 
the third primary subject of the 'zine, Taiji 
Yamaga, who unlike the other two main 
focuses of this 'zine, lived to an advanced age, 
78. But aside from their shared politics, he 
also shared their foreign language skills which 
combined with his lengthy life led him to 
correspond with many people over seas, both 
in and out of Anarchist movements, including 
Vinoba Bhave, a prominent student of 
Gandhi's. (A. Iwasa) 
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audioanarchy.org 

I know this ‘zine is a bit old, but it’s exciting 
because it’s about how Artnoose was 
introduced to Letters of Insurgents by Fredy 
Perlman. Not only did she read it, but went 
along to set up an Insurgent Summer reading 
group and helped make up an audio book of it 
posted on the Audio Anarchy website! 

The novel consists of letters between two 
comrades who participated in an anti- 
bureaucratic uprising in Eastern Europe during 
state communism, after one came to live in 
exile in the U$, and the other went to prison. 
Letters of Insurgents is the only audio book 
I've ever listened to. It will make you want to 
projectile vomit your guts out to your dearest 
comrade in a seven page letter. If you’re 
lucky, your comrade will reply with more than a 
passing reference to “your beautiful letter" in 
an e-mail about something else... (A. Iwasa) 
Letters of Insurgents by Fredy Perlman 
(available from:) Left Bank Books 92 Pike St. 
Seattle, WA 98101-2025 


By Steve Masover (344 pgs) g . 

Published by Salted Rose Press ° 0 ^ ■ . .) 

A story about Bay Area anti-GMO direct 
action activists, Consequence is a little slow to 
start. But the story wraps you up in the 
personal lives of the characters and turns into 
an intense page turner before you know it. The 
characters are very believable and being a Bay 
Area activist myself, I kept finding myself 
wondering, "maybe that character is based on 
so and so..." Consequence is a great read. It 
brought tears to my eyes a couple of times and 
has a real twist at the end of the adventure. 
Highly recommend it!! (Kelly) 
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Anarchist News & Practice Across So-Called 
North America itsgoingdown.org 
Recently a print edition of what is mostly a 
best of style round up of the website 
itsgoingdown.org came in to the Long Haul 
Infoshop. This ’zine is solid cover to cover, 
and reminiscent of how some of the better 
indymedia.org affiliates used to print around 


2002 in New York and Washington, DC. (A. 

Iwasa) 


Tefal. 


apparently, completely a media project. It also 
strikes me as politically similar to the 
International Socialist Organization around 
2004 in the sense that I wonder if they are 
Social Democrats or Trotskyists? Neither? 
Both? Without a doubt it is worth study and 
discussion, though I do wish they would be a 
little more up front about exactly where they 
are coming from. If I’m not mistaken, pg. 99 
holds the only explicit declaration of their 
Bolshevism, but even that is lacking. What 
exactly is "the thorough Bolshevization of 
American culture"? Like Socialism in general, 
the term means so many different things, it's 
almost meaningless without a definition. (A. 
Iwasa) 
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ST’E.AK.i journal #1 


Memphis Black Autonomy Federation PO Box 
16382 Memphis, TN 38186-0382 Prisoners 
write: South Chicago ABC ‘Zine Distro PO Box 
721 Homewood, IL 60430 
Diverse writings by both prisoners and 
supporters. Race, class, gender and sexuality 
are all taken into account connecting prisoners’ 
struggles with those of working people on the 
outside. Well written, thought provoking and 
decked out with beautiful art. (A. Iwasa) 


Corrections: The world map in the 2016 organizer 
fails to show South Sudan. Also the days were 
mislabeled April 21-23 in the spiral organizer. Sorry 
about that. 

About the poster: The slogan is the name of an 
amazing deep ecology zine that existed in the 
1990s. Find a copy if you can. The skull was drawn 
and sent to us by a prisoner but sorry we lost his 


^ name. Thanks Jenn Dieges for the flower collage. ^ 
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combined with his lengthy life led him to 
correspond with many people over seas, both 
in and out of Anarchist movements, including 
Vinoba Bhave, a prominent student of 
Gandhi's. (A. Iwasa) 


lucky, your comrade will reply with more than a 
passing reference to “your beautiful letter” in 
an e-mail about something else... (A. Iwasa) 
Letters of Insurgents by Fredy Perlman 
(available from:) Left Bank Books 92 Pike St. 
Seattle, WA 98101-2025 



North America itsgoingdown.org 
Recently a print edition of what is mostly a 
best of style round up of the website 
itsgoingdown.org came in to the Long Haul 
Infoshop. This 'zine is solid cover to cover, 
and reminiscent of how some of the better 
indymedia.org affiliates used to print around 
2002 in New York and Washington, DC. (A. 

Iwasa) 
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Corrections: The world map in the 2016 organizer 
fails to show South Sudan. Also the days were 
mislabeled April 21-23 in the spiral organizer. Sorry 
about that. 

About the poster: The slogan is the name of an 
amazing deep ecology zine that existed in the 
1990s. Find a copy if you can. The skull was drawn 
and sent to us by a prisoner but sorry we lost his 
name. Thanks Jenn Dieges for the flower collage. 



Continued from page 1 

the ruling Socialist Party were redecorated. In 
Brittany, the main railway line was blocked in 
Rennes city center, while banks, chain stores 
and the Socialist Party offices were targeted in 
Nantes. Another hotspot was in Toulouse, 
where a wildcat protest and invasion of the 
city’s railway station was followed by an 
overnight Nuit Debout occupation of between 
500 and 1,000 people. 

When an authentic wave of revolt surges up 
from the collective heart of a population, there 
is little that can stand in its way. Like the 
waters of a mighty flood, it either sweeps away 
everything in its path or finds a different course 
that takes it past all obstacles. This is what is 
happening in France — a rejection of the 
capitalist system has emerged from deep 
within society, most notably amongst the 
youth. 

The French state, frightened of a serious 
threat to its power, probably imagined it had 
found the solution in the wake of the 
November 13 terror attacks in Paris. The 


draconian “state of emergency” has been 
combined with increased police brutality and 
the usual “anti-terrorist" media paranoia to try 
to create a climate in which revolt is 
impossible. It worked to some extent with the 
COP21 protests in Paris, where the anticipated 
atmosphere of rebellion was significantly 
dampened. 

But when the state started making noises 
about evicting the ZAD protest camp (“Zone a 

if *T - “ 


showed that the rebel spirit remained intact. 

And with the planned El Khomri labour laws, 
the Socialist French government certainly 
overestimated its power over the people. 
Named after minister of Labor Myriam El 
Khomri, the law would expand a ‘normal’ 
working week to 46 hours, limit penalties for 
illegal termination; and limit unions. While 
obedient trade unions failed to make much of a 
fuss about this serious attack on workers’ 
rights, others were outraged and a youthful 


the floodwaters of revolt have merely swept up 
the tools of the state's repression and used 
them as battering rams against its legitimacy 


Defendre" meaning "Zone to Defend", a play 
on the government term "Zone d’Amenage- 
ment Differe," or "Urban Development Zone") 
to make way for a new Nantes airport, the 
huge response of solidarity and defiance 


grassroots campaign emerged out of nowhere 
to oppose it. 

The state has tried to crush it with police 
violence and general levels of repression 
under the “state of emergency”. But this hasn't 


worked. Indeed, the flood waters of revolt have 
merely swept up the tools of the state’s 
repression and used them as battering rams 
against its legitimacy. 

As one statement from protesters explained: 
“What is being born here has little to do with 
the labour law. This law is just the tipping 
point. The one attack too many. Too arrogant, 
too blatant, too humiliating. The surveillance 
laws, the Macron law, the state of emergency, 
the stripping of nationality measures, the anti- 
terrorist laws, the penal reform project and the 
labour law all add up to a system. It’s one big 

project to bring the population to heel. 
Everyone knows that what makes a 
government retreat is not the number of people 
on the streets, but their determination. The 
only thing that will make a government retreat 
is the specter of an uprising, the possibility of 
the loss of total control”. 

Resistance is spreading. A new generation 
is at war with the system. The tyrants are 
running scared. Vive la Revolution! 

Reprinted with revisions from winteroak.org.uk 
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oy William Gillis available online 
humaniterations.net/201 5/08/1 8/science-as- 
radicalism/ in ebook format and as a zine. 

'Everything in the universe is in the public 
domain’ - William Gillis is a second-generation 
anarchist who's worked as an activist in 
countless projects and capacities since getting 
involved in the lead-up to N30 (the "Battle in 
Seattle"). He studies high energy physics and 
has held a deep fascination with the egalitarian 
potential of markets since 2003. His writing 
can be found primarily at 'Human Iterations'. 
"It's no secret that a good portion of the left 
today consider science profoundly uncool... 
Indeed there's a lingering whiff of technocratic 
stodginess and death that the word 'science' 
has never quite shaken. Those leftists most 
associated with it have a tendency to either be 
authoritarians looking to legitimize near-fascist 
narratives, or doe-eyed activists enchanted by 
saccharine visions of self-managed 
bureaucracies and The Meeting That Never 
Ends." A Key concept throughout the zine is 
an appeal to deep critical thinking, to question 
the comfort of our belief systems. Key 
question: why the fuck is the 'left' so opposed 
to science? Be prepared to use a dictionary if 
you're like me, with a basic school education! 
Here is the beginning of William Gillis’ 
conclusion: "It goes without saying that we 
shouldn't waste our lives fighting a war over 
every preferred definition. Language is often 
fluid, and not every term can be redeemed. A 
'language' is often really forked into many 
simultaneous languages and there can be 
strategic and empathic virtues in swapping 

hphA/P^n thpm Rut it's aicn imnnrtant tn h auo 


j By The Red Son 

Months after almost all of the Occupy camps 
I had been smashed, the initial occupation of the 
I Gill Tract by Occupy the Farm (OTF) in April of 


early version of the film shown at the Wild and 
Scenic Film Festival in Nevada City, CA, it is 
clear that the director took great pains to 
streamline the film, showing the important parts 
of the story while editing out extraneous material. 
This tightened up the narrative arc and 
eliminated the multi-climatic structure that 
plagued the previous cut. Additionally he was 
able to include the eventual establishment of a 



12012 became one of the most powerful and 
I memorable events of the Occupy movement, not 
I only in the Bay Area but nationwide. The film 
l of the same name was shot by an embedded and 
! politically sympathetic filmmaker, Todd Darlina 


community farm on the tract and demonstrate 
that the group had won access to and use of the 
land that they illegally occupied. This 
strengthened the propaganda value of the film 
and reframes the events as a successful land 


reclaiming land for the common good. The film’s 
message is clear: direct action gets results. 

For those present during the initial occupation 
and involved with the group as it moved forward, 
the film may suffer from a solipsistic focus on a 
small number of core organizers while ignoring 
both the experiences of others involved and 
conflicts arising from important decisions within 
the camp. The biggest example of this is the 
choice to breakdown camp on the tract, depicted 
as a logistical consideration and gesture of 
goodwill towards the UC and its faculty, and 
presented as a logical and necessary move. But 
in actuality, it was one of the most divisive 
moments in the occupation. 

However the film’s intended audience is quite 
broad and as such should be analyzed for what it 
is: propaganda. The film has widespread appeal 
and will introduce many uninitiated to ideas like 
direct action and consensus process. It could 
serve as an introduction and potential entry point 
to radical politics, similar to Food not Bombs, 
often called the “gateway drug of radicalism.” 
Let’s be honest, radical politics needs more 
success stories and needs more victories, even 
imperfect ones. Beyond the actual material 
benefits of the occupation, it was a great 
propaganda victory. This type of propaganda- 
driven direct action draws upon a history of urban 
social movements employing similar tactics with 
the goal delegitimizing existing power structures 
while legitimizing radical groups’ capacities and 
alternative visions. There is no doubt that the 
OTF story, as told by the film and other places 
will continue to inspire people to use direct action 
tactics to affect the change they wish to see. 

I give the film five burning dumpsters. 

Occupy the Farm continues to oppose 
development on the Gill Tract and to support the 
thriving Gill Tract Community Farm. Ground has 
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today consider science profoundly uncool... 
Indeed there's a lingering whiff of technocratic 
stodginess and death that the word 'science' 
has never quite shaken. Those leftists most 
associated with it have a tendency to either be 
authoritarians looking to legitimize near-fascist 
narratives, or doe-eyed activists enchanted by 
saccharine visions of self-managed 
bureaucracies and The Meeting That Never 
Ends." A Key concept throughout the zine is 
an appeal to deep critical thinking, to question 
the comfort of our belief systems. Key 
question: why the fuck is the 'left' so opposed 
to science? Be prepared to use a dictionary if 
you're like me, with a basic school education! 
Here is the beginning of William Gillis’ 
conclusion: "It goes without saying that we 
shouldn't waste our lives fighting a war over 
every preferred definition. Language is often 
fluid, and not every term can be redeemed. A 
'language' is often really forked into many 
simultaneous languages and there can be 
strategic and empathic virtues in swapping 
between them. But it's also important to have 
our terms describe the most meaningful 
realities or distinct dynamics they can. Gaping 
conceptual holes, unspoken or unspeakable 
realities in a given language, can end up 
having a huge impact in our lives and impeding 
our capacity to fight. Language determines 
what we focus on by default, what gets left as 
awkward addendums, and thus what loops of 
debate we most frequently retread trying to get 
at realities outside the terms we have 
available." This zine was to me a real hit and 
shake in the fluid matter of my upper 
compartment nut, but no headache! (elke) 
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2012 became one of the most powerful and 
memorable events of the Occupy movement, not 
only in the Bay Area but nationwide. The film 
of the same name was shot by an embedded and 
politically sympathetic filmmaker, Todd Darling 
and follows the group as it continues the 15 
year struggle to preserve the Gill Tract as a 
community agricultural resource and to save the 
land from development by UC Berkeley Capital 
Projects. Through direct action occupation, street 
marches, neighborhood canvassing and other 
tactics, the group eventually stopped 
development on half of the land and won access 
to 2.5 acres for the creation of a community farm. 

Although the film’s release was delayed, 
premiering more than two years after the majority 
of events depicted, Darling’s persistence paid off 
with a final cut that is polished, emotionally 
moving, and politically useful. Having seen an_ 


community farm on the tract and demonstrate 
that the group had won access to and use of the 
land that they illegally occupied. This 
strengthened the propaganda value of the film 
and reframes the events as a successful land 
reclamation struggle. 

What is left is an accessible version of the 
OTF story which connects the struggle to broader 
context of the privatization of public 
resources, multinational corporate control of the 
food system and the resulting inequality, and 
community-driven urban agriculture as a 
solution to said inequalities as well as global 
climate change. At its core, it is a story of people 
who lost their connection to agriculture 
(some through corporate monopolization of 
family farmland, others through systems of racial 
and class-based oppression) but took control 
over their food and their own agrarian roots by 
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However the film’s intended audience is quite 
broad and as such should be analyzed for what it 
is: propaganda. The film has widespread appeal 
and will introduce many uninitiated to ideas like 
direct action and consensus process. It could 
serve as an introduction and potential entry point 
to radical politics, similar to Food not Bombs, 
often called the "gateway drug of radicalism.” 
Let’s be honest, radical politics needs more 
success stories and needs more victories, even 
imperfect ones. Beyond the actual material 
benefits of the occupation, it was a great 
propaganda victory. This type of propaganda- 
driven direct action draws upon a history of urban 
social movements employing similar tactics with 
the goal deiegitimizing existing power structures 
while legitimizing radical groups’ capacities and 
alternative visions. There is no doubt that the 
OTF story, as told by the film and other places 
will continue to inspire people to use direct action 
tactics to affect the change they wish to see. 

I give the film five burning dumpsters. 

Occupy the Farm continues to oppose 
development on the Gill Tract and to support the 
thriving Gill Tract Community Farm. Ground has 
been broken on the southernmost portion of the 
land and construction of a high-end assisted 
living facility has begun. Meanwhile the 2.5 acre 
farm on the northernmost section is growing 
thousands of pounds of produce for equitable 
distribution, hosting free classes and workshops, 
and providing open green space for use by the 
surrounding community. 

For more info or to get involved: 
oc cupythefarm.org Occupy the Farm on 
Facebook/Twitterz The film Occupy the Farm is 
available on iTunes, Google, Amazon, and 
VUDU. 
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Thanks if you purchased a 2016 
| Slingshot Organizer - they are how we pay 
i to print and distribute this newspaper for 
free. We still have copies if you want to 
order some. Also we have some seconds • 
so if you can distribute a few free copies to 
low-income people, prisoners, immigrants or £ 
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click on the radical 


iistorical date, you will 
,y see a list of up to 20 radical historical events 
that happened that day. The app will have a 
menstrual calendar and allow you to add 
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and edit calendar items just like your 

existing smart phone calendar app. There 
will also be links to Slingshot's on-line 
radical contact list and the little essays 
Slingshot publishes in the paper organizer. 
The app will be free with a donate button 
should you want to help support Slingshot 
collective. 


If you want to plug into work on the 2017 
Organizer, here is a rough schedule: 

• May/June: We'll edit the historical dates. 
Send us suggestions for dates. 

• June 26 - July 29: Artists will draw the 
calendar section for 2017. If you want to 
draw a 4 week section, let us know. We'll 
also call and email all the radical contacts to 








conceptual holes, unspoken or unspeakable 
realities in a given language, can end up 
having a huge impact in our lives and impeding 
our capacity to fight. Language determines 
what we focus on by default, what gets left as 
awkward addendums, and thus what loops of 
debate we most frequently retread trying to get 
at realities outside the terms we have 
available." This zine was to me a real hit and 
Shake in the fluid matter of my upper 
compartment nut, but no headache! (elke) s u 
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community agricultural resource anu iu save me 
land from development by UC Berkeley Capital 
Projects. Through direct action occupation, street 
marches, neighborhood canvassing and other 
tactics, the group eventually stopped 
development on half of the land and won access 
to 2.5 acres for the creation of a community farm. 

Although the film’s release was delayed, 
premiering more than two years after the majority 
of events depicted, Darling’s persistence paid off 
with a final cut that is polished, emotionally 
moving, and politically useful. Having see n an_ 


context of the privatization of public 
resources, multinational corporate control of the 
food system and the resulting inequality, and 
community-driven urban agriculture as a 
solution to said inequalities as well as global 
climate change. At its core, it is a story of people 
who lost their connection to agriculture 
(some through corporate monopolization of 
family farmland, others through systems of racial 
and class-based oppression) but took control 
over their food and their own agrarian roots by 


farm on the northernmost section is growing 
thousands of pounds of produce for equitable 
distribution, hosting free classes and workshops, 
and providing open green space for use by the 
surrounding community. 

For more info or to get involved: 
oc cupvthefarm.org Occupy the Farm on 
Facebook/Twitterz The film Occupy the Farm is 
available on iTunes, Google, Amazon, and 
VUDU. 
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purchased a 2016 


Thanks 

I Slingshot Organizer - they are how we pay 
>rint and distribute this newspaper for 
free. We still have copies if you want to 
order some. Also we have some seconds 
so if you can distribute a few free copies to 
low-income people, prisoners, immigrants or 
teens, let us know (please no requests for * 
just one copy, though). 

Despite our skepticism about computers, 
it looks like a Slingshot organizer app will be 
released for Android phones this summer. 
An iphone app will follow. We hope having 
an app will help bring radical stuff to 
otherwise sterile and soulless tech devices 
and we're also responding to requests to 
have an app. If you have a smart phone, 
we hope you'll try it. If not, we're still 
committed to publishing the paper organizer 
as long as we can find ink and paper. 

The app will automatically import data 
from a computerized calendar you are 
already using and let you see your events 
with Slingshot-style hand-drawn art. At the 
bottom of each day the calendar will add a 
radical historical date similar to the paper 
organizer. Unlike the paper organizer, if you 


click on the "radical historical date, you will 
see a list of up to 20 radical historical events 
that happened that day. The app will have a 
menstrual calendar and allow you to add 
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09:00 £asic Training I 

11:00 5asic Training 2 

15:00 £asic Training 5 

15-00 JrD«rby‘. Skills 8 Scrimmage 

Dred Ouf- 


l9l2 Coal co. qoonr attack r trikinq miners at Marmt , 
H/Va wrfb machine qunr & bombs 
I9SO 100,000 protest coop government in Cwanqju 
Korea — military chased out of town for a week 
1912 \10 protesters arrested in M/ashinqfon as 
1 ,000 rally a^amst fhe war in Southeast Asia 
1 96? Kent) H/o i 1 an caffs for people to govern ■fhm 
directly at protest in $eijinq 
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and edit calendar items just like your 

existing smart phone calendar app. There 
will also be links to Slingshot's on-line 
radical contact list and the little essays 
Slingshot publishes in the paper organizer. 
The app will be free with a donate button 
should you want to help support Slingshot 
collective. 

To finish the app, we're looking for a few 
volunteers to help cut up digital files of 
hand-drawn art — no com^uter experience 
is necessary to help out. We also need to'ij 
draw and select a screen icon that users will 1 
iclick to get to the app. Three possibilities that'; 
are red and black on screen are here: 

C, 
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Please email us to let us know which you 
like best or better yet, draw us your own 
colorful icon and send it to us. We'll pick 
one soon. We think the app will be called 
'Slingshot Organizer' and it will be at the 
Google play store. The first release will be 
in English but if someone wants to hand- 
draw some elements in Spanish and other 
languages, we can offer other languages in 
a later release. 





If you want to plug into work on the 201 7 
Organizer, here is a rough schedule: 

• May/June: We'll edit the historical dates. 
Send us suggestions for dates. 

• June 26 - July 29: Artists will draw the 
calendar section for 2017. If you want to 
draw a 4 week section, let us know. We'll 
also call and email all the radical contacts to 
update the list - send us your corrections in 
July and let us know if you want to help. 

• July 29-30 / August 5-6 We'll have art 
and editing parties to put the Organizer 
together. If you're in the Bay Area those 
weekends and want to help out, it is a fun 
participatory project - no experience 
necessary. 

No matter where you are, you can send 
us art to paste here and there, cover 
submissions, feature essays for the back, 
the letters A-Z, the numbers 1-31, the 
names of each month, and the days of the 
week — we'll paste it in for you. 

Finally, there is a big error on page 3 of 
the 2016 spiral Organizer (only). On the 
2016/2017 calendar showing both years, the 
headline for 2017 is over the 2016 calendar 
and the headline for 2016 is over a 2017 
calendar. Please fix it and let your friends 
know. 








risons.org 


Nay 1 - June 10 free all ages 

Oakland Spring Rising 
oaklandwiki.org/40farms 

Nay 4- 15 FREE ALL AGES 

Break Free From Fossil Fuels - Peg 
around the world are joining togetlj 
peaceful resistance against the fqj 
industry, and in support of a just] 
renewable energy. 350.org 

Nay 7 free all ages 

Orange County Anarchist Bookfair @ 
Fullerton College 

Nay 16 - 22 free all ages 

Rubber Stamp Rebellion - tell the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission no new gas 
industry permits, beyondextremeenergy.org 

Nay 20 

Left Forum 201j 
Criminal Justice 
York 524W.5I 


oners & 


hn Jay College of 
City University of New 
i Street, NYC ilk 


Nay 21 fr 

March Against 
addmymarch 

Nay 22 

Wavy Gravy’s 800 
Event Center, Rohn£ 


ALIASES 

santo - register your city 
iil.com 


day - Somo Village 
ark, CA 


June 3-5 

Sacramento Black Book Fair^Historic 
Center of Oak Park 35 lh and Broadway;;. 
sacramentoblackbookfair.com 

June 1 1 * Noon - 10pm 

SF Free Folk Fest. Everett Middle School 
450 Church Street (between 16th and 17th 
St.) San Francisco 

June 10 • 8pm free all ages 

East Bay Bike Party. 2 nd Friday each month. 


FREE ALL i 

ntemational day of Solldarit 

Prisoners. Local events ali over. 1 ; ie11.org 

- 1 3 FREE ALL i 

jeoce in support of Eco-f 
Against Toxic Prisons. Conferenc 
action. Washington, 

June 16 • 7:30pm 

Make White People Laugh" - 2501 Ha 
St., Oakland 

June 18 » 19 * 11 -5pm 

Queer Comics Expo. SOM'Arts Cultural 
Center 934 Brannan St. San Francisco. 

Wild Roots Feral Futures 8 th annu 
action eco-defense camp. Southwest 
Colorado mountains location TB A 
feralfutures dot wordpress.com 

June 24 • 6pm free all ages 

San Francisco Critical mass bike ride. 

Gather at Justin Herman Plaza; Last Friday 
each month, sfcriticalmass.org 

June 29 - July 6 

Earth First! Round River Rendezvous. Great 
Lakes bioregion. Rrr2016atriseup.net 

Nontfi of July free all ages 

24 Hour Zine Thing - make a 24 page zine 
in 24 hours, anywhere, anytime this month 


- 2 FREE ALL AGES 

HHHfcle Publicaciones Independientes 
focusing ori resisting borders. Hostal 
Pangea #djfcge A 1st and Revolution St. 
Tijuanajp^^j;;': | | 

K * 2pm FREE ALL AGES 

icisco Mime Troupe opening 
mce of “White Rabfc.., Red Rabbit" 
-19th & Dolores, YUPPIE mil- sfmt.org 

IGES 

gathering - ask i hippie.for where 

is 


July 6 - 12 

i Climate Camp. Leirn 

jpile: 

(strategically located 
distance of railroads hauling oil an 
pnwclimatecamp.blogspot.com 

July 14 • 2pm free allaks 

Mad Pride Marc|j. Meet at Another Way 
(125 Barre St Montpeiier, VT) and also other 
Mad Pride events all over. 

July 15 -17 

Speak for Wolves. West Yellowstone, 
Montana. Speakforwolves.org 

July 18-21 FREE ALL AGES 

Protest Republican National Convention 
Cleveland, OH Quicken Loans Arena Ik 

July 25 -28 FREE ALL AGES 

Protest Democratic National Convention. 
Philadelphia, PA Wells Fargo Center. 


August 13*11 - 4pm 

Kenosha, Wl Zine Fest. Artworks 5002 7 th 

August 13 * 10am 

SlutWalk DC Saturday, a worldwide 
movement againstvictim-blaming, survivor- 
shaming, and rape culture 

August 21 • 7pm free all ages 

Slingshot new volunteer meeting / article 
brainstorm for issue #122. 3124 Shattuck 
Ave. Berkeley. Slingshot.tao.ca 

September 4 free all ages 

15 th annual SF Zine Fest - Golden Gate 
Park. SFzinefest.org 

September 9 

National coordinated prisoner work 
stoppage supportprisonerresistance.net 

September 17 • 3pm 

Slingshot article deadline tor issue #122. 
Send articles to slingshot at tao.ca 

October 1-2 free all ages 

Olympia Zine Fest. The Olympia Center 
and other venues in downtown Olympia. 
olympiazinefest.tumblr.com 

October 20 - 23 

Black Panther 50 th Anniversary 
bpp50th.com 

October 21-23 free all ages 

Dirty scouts jamboree gathering - Slab City, | 
CA squattheplanet.com/fest 
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